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MSC fl agshi p applications: PMadvises States to wait

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Radzi Sapi ee

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today State Governnents should wait for certain flagship applications of
the Multinmedi a Super Corridor to achi eve consi derabl e success, before

i mpl ementing them

This, he said, would prevent the States from adopting flagship
appl i cati ons which m ght not be beneficial or full of defects.

Dr Mahathir said the MSC woul d house research and devel opnent activities
to i nprove the flagship applications, which include the digital
Governnent, smartcard, el ectronic ki osks and tel enedici ne.

"Teet hing problens and m stakes at the early stages are inevitable
because we are venturing into a very new area which is not totally free
from def ect s.

"But as tinme goes by, the defects will be corrected,"” he said.

He was speaking at the Prine Mnister's Departnment during a two-hour
vi deo-conferencing with 28 | ocations nationwi de to pronote the MSC.

The Prime M nister was replying to questions posed by students,
busi nessnen, civil servants, teachers, parents and politicians at the
various stations nationwi de on how the MSC woul d benefit Mal aysi a.

Wth an audi ence of 13,000, it was the biggest tel econferencing |ink-up
hel d so far in Ml aysi a.

O the 28 locations, 14 were interactive, allowi ng the participants to
pose questions to the Prime Mnister.

Dr Mahathir said other flagship applications Iike the smartcard which
woul d contain all information about the hol der and serve, anong others, as
a credit card, identity card, bank accounts and pre-paid card for
travelling, would have to be made uniform

"Qtherwi se, the card can be used in certain areas and not in others.

"People living in other areas will have to use a different card," he
said, adding that this woul d defeat the purpose of having a single card
for all purposes.

Dr Mahathir said, however, electronic ki osks where gover nment
transactions could be carried out would be inplenented earlier.

"We cannot wait to perfect this particular system because the nunber of
governnent transactions with the people are far too pressing and too many.
"So we need to inplement this early,” he said, citing the issuance of

passports, as an exanpl e.

Dr Mahathir said such kiosks could be used to i ssue passports because
t he nunber of passport applicants was constantly rising.

"Last year alone, there were 16 mllion departures by Ml aysi ans goi ng
abroad. "

Dr Mahathir said it was necessary to initially limt IT and nultinmedia
applications only to the MSC to contain undesirable effects in that area.
"W don't want the nulti-nmedia (technology) to be applied nationw de

| est there are adverse effects.
"If there is sonething adverse we can control it since we are liniting
it to the MsC."

Dr Mahathir said the MSC coul d be expanded nati onwi de upon acquiring the
know how t o check negative inpacts.

"Through the MSC, the Governnent will seek to overcone such inpacts
including finding ways to filter out pornography sent via the Internet.

"Al though such a systemis currently available, it has flaws that need



to be fine-tuned."

Dr Mahathir said there should be an international convention to control
i nformation sent out through the Internet.

Nonet hel ess, the public should accept the fact that it is difficult to
control information sent through the Internet.

"The public should exercise wisdomin putting the technol ogy to good use
by reinforcing self-control."

The MSC, a 750sq km zone devoted to the devel opnent of IT and multinedi a
products and services, covers the Kuala Lunpur Cty Centre, the new Kual a
Lunmpur International Airport in Sepang and the new admi nistrative capital
in Putrajaya.

A guarantee of no censorship over information obtained through the
Internet within the MSC is anong the 10 guarantees the Governnent commts
to conpani es operating there.

Al so present at the video-conferencing was Energy, Tel ecommuni cati ons
and Posts M nister Datuk Leo Moggi e.
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