22/ 01/ 1997
MSC key to nation keeping its edge, says PM

Must apha Kani | in Tokyo
TOKYO, Tues: What happens in the 15km by-50km Ml ti nedi a Super-Corri dor
(MsC) will have a bearing on the future of Ml aysi ans.

Expl ai ni ng how the project will benefit all Ml aysians, Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said principally it would ensure that they
are not left behind in the Informati on Age that is upon us.

He said Mal aysia has done quite well in transformng itself from being
an agricultural econony to an industrial-based one, in the process
achi eving full enploynment, inproved standard of |iving and bi gger incone.

Speaking to reporters on conclusion of his visit to pronote the MSC
here, the Prine Mnister said the world has noved another step forward -
into the Informati on Age - and Mal aysians will now have to adapt to the
new devel oprment if they do not want to be | eft behind.

"As a nation wanting to develop in all areas, we cannot put aside
devel oprment in information technology. If we do so, we will all be left
behi nd and the inconme and living standards of Ml aysians will not increase
as we want themto," he said.

On the concentration of efforts to develop the MSC, he said the
Governnent wants to ensure the project's success in a snall area first
before introducing the nmultinmedia environnment to the whole country.

He said the snmooth inplenmentation of the project will require the
cooperation of the Sel angor State Government, |andowners and all rel ated
gover nment departments.

Dr Mahathir described his visit here and to California, during which he
met a nunber of heads of |eading nultinedia conpanies, as a success.

Many conpani es have shown interest in participating in the project and
al so in becom ng a nenber of the MSC s International Advisory Panel (IAP)
The Prime M nister chaired the inaugural neeting of the AP in Santa

Clara | ast Thursday.

In Tokyo, he said a simlarly encouragi ng response was shown by Japanese
conmpani es, many of whomare leaders in their respective fields. This
nmor ni ng representatives fromJapan's Associ ati on of Conputer Software
Conpani es, whi ch has sone 300 nenbers, nmet with the Prine Mnister.

Meanwhi | e, conpani es may apply to be accorded MSC-status from March. The
Prime Mnister is confident that a fair nunber would do so.

He said Japan's tel ecomunications giant, NIT, is one of the nost
i nportant players in the project, in ternms of promoting the M5C as wel |l as
participating in its developnent. "In fact, NIT would like to start now, "
he sai d.

NTT has been assisting the Governnent in formulating plans for the MsC
as well as in research conducted on the viability and i npl enmentation
aspects of the project.

Dr Mahathir said NTT will be anmpong the first investors in the MSC and
has al so expressed interest to help set up the Miultinmedia University in
addition to its own research and devel opnent unit.

Acknowl edgi ng that sone conpani es fear the Governnent m ght practise
favouritism the Prime Mnister said no corporation would be given speci al
treatment.

"W will keep the MSC open to all. That is why we want to neet as many
pl ayers as possible,” the Prime Mnister said.

On whether it is adequate for the | AP to neet on an annual basis, Dr
Mahathir said for nowit is. He said the views, coments and suggestions



given by the international conpanies at the | AP's inaugural neeting, for
exanple, are sufficient for the Governnent to work on the project for the
whol e year.

The Prime Mnister also said the visit has all owed the Governnent to
explain why the MSC is an ideal place for the industry to grow.

The corporate chief executives were told that as a country with diverse
Asian cultures, the MSCis a good testbed for themto nake further headway
in the regional market.

Dr Mahathir | eaves for honme in the evening and is scheduled to arrive in
Kual a Lunpur early tonorrow.
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