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MSC not affected by project defernments: PM

Adel i ne Ong

THE deferment of sonme infrastructure projects will not affect the

Mul ti medi a Super Corridor because it is principally to be devel oped by
investors, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d.

"There will be no delay to the MSC al t hough sone people would like to
see a delay,"” Dr Mahathir said at an open plenary session after
officiating the Multinmedia Asia 1997 conference and exhibition in Kual a
Lunpur yest erday.

The Government is not putting up much rmoney for the project, which will
be largely funded by the conpani es using the zone as a test-bed for their
mul ti nedi a applications, he said.

"The private sector will put in the infrastructure... it (the MSC) will
not be affected by the problens we are currently facing, which we wll
overcone anyway," Dr Mahat hir added.

"Most of the investnent will cone fromthe private sector, including of
course the privatized governnent agencies which are profitable. They wll
not be dependent upon the Governnment. So | will not worry on that score,"”
he sai d.

The 15km by 50km hi gh-tech, multimedia zone stretches from Kual a Lunpur
to the newinternational airport in Sepang, and includes the intelligent
city Cyberjaya and the new admini strative centre Putrajaya.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent is aware that sone people still have
doubt s about the MSC, but then doubts were al so rai sed when the Gover nnent
adopted the Mal aysia I nc concept which is nodelled after Japan Inc.

"At one tine, Japan was condemmed because the Government worked cl osely
with the private sector. But we thought that it was a good idea, so we

adopt ed Japan Inc and made it into Malaysia Inc. Wiy not? After all, the
private sector is doing something that is hel pful to devel oping the
nation," he said.

In the case of the MSC, such cooperation is obviously even greater. "W
have to ask the private sector to find out what is needed. As a result, a
| ot of ideas about MSC cane fromthe private sector,” the Prime Mnister
said, adding that in turn the Governnment gives its fullest support to the
initiatives.

"Mere encouragenent i s not enough. W have to provide the environnent
for the MSC, including creating cyber laws to govern the whol e industry.

"W have to have certain practices of Governnment nodified in order to
make the MSC work. For exanple, we are making special arrangenents so that
know edge workers can cone in and work, and leave at will, as if they are
citizens of this country."”

An indication of the Governnent's commitnment to the project is that
policies have been drawn up to pronpote nultinedia applications. "That is
why we have decided to |locate an administrative centre in the MSC, and
al | ow experiments to be carried out on us.

"The Governnent of Malaysia will be the guinea pig for the whole world
to test out how an informati on age governnent shoul d be - what kind of
systems and technol gy are needed, and how business is done. W are willing
to learn and subject ourselves to trials and errors because we would |ike
to find the best way of governing a country in the informtion age.

"The Prime Mnister of this country has been unofficially appointed as
the chief salesman for IT," he jested, to the delight of the participants.

On Mal aysi ans being prepared to fully benefit fromthe project, Dr



Mahat hir sai d he has al ways believed that Ml aysi ans have nore potenti al
and nore capabilities than they think they have.

"When we decided to industrialise, everybody said that this is not
possi bl e for Malaysia. We could only grow rice and tap rubber. But we have
proven that we can grow nore than rice. W now grow crystals and cut them
to make noney," he said, referring to the production of silicon wafers.

"The switch to high-technology will be slow at first but Ml aysians are
ready to learn. We are not so proud to say that we can nmanage it
ourselves. That is why we offer the MSC as a test-bed not for ourselves
al one, but for the whole world."

In addition, know edge workers are allowed to work freely within the
MSC. "They can cone in and out w thout any hassle. W know that we will
| earn sonething fromthem'

"I find alot of Malaysians involved in I T conpani es which are foreign-
owned. And they are not just figure heads. They are people with capability
and knowl edge about the business," Dr Mahathir said.

Citing his visit to the new Kual a Lunpur International Airport (KLIA) as
an exanple, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysi ans have devel oped many systens and
software applications currently in use. He said the systemat KLIA which
nmoni tors the novenent of passengers was desi gned by Ml aysians and this
denonstrates that they are capable of handling any problem

"There is definitely sone capacity here which needs to be devel oped, of
course. But everybody all over the world are really beginning at the sane

poi nt .
"Here is one industry where nobody is ahead. W are all starting anew
and we are all experinenting. Ml aysians, | think, can experinment just as

wel | as other people,"” he said, receiving a thunderous appl ause.

When asked for his inpression of Hungary and the rol e Hungari ans can
play in the MSC, Dr Mahathir said he was pleasantly surprised by the
extent of know edge on the MSC in Hungary.

"I know that the MSC has been wi dely pronoted and publicised but | did
not expect the Hungarian authorities as well as the people in your IT
i ndustry to know so nuch about the MSC. "

Noti ng that Hungary also has plans to use IT in its devel opnent efforts,
the Prime Mnister said: "W have al ways believed in cooperating with
other simlar projects around the world. Al nbst every country, including
Mongol i a and Kyrgyzstan, have a plan to use IT in devel opnent."

There is sonmething to be gai ned by working together because environnments
vary country to country, and region to region, which nmakes the scope for
cooperation between Ml aysi a and Hungary very | arge, he said.
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