05 SEP 1997
Umo- noti on (thanks)
MSC OPENS UP ACCESS TO | NFORMATI ON RI CH ERA TO MALAYSI ANS

KUALA LUMPUR, 5 Sept (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
has come up with one idea after another including the Miltinmedia Super
Corridor (MSC) to ensure that the Ml ays and Ml aysia achi eve success and
gain respect of the world, the Umo general assenbly was told today.

"The MSC has opened up access to information rich era to Ml aysians
MSC provides not only benefits to Mal aysians but also the world," said
Handi Abu Bakar, a delegate from Perak when supporting the notion of thanks
for the presidential address at the neeting held at the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre (PWIC) here.

The notion to thank Dr Mahathir for his keynote address was earlier
tabl ed by Zaiyadi Awang Nor, an Umo Youth del egate.

Handi said that what the government was doing was in line with the cal
of Islamto its mankind to achieve progress through know edge and
i nformati on.

A Kedah del egate, Datuk Haji Badruddin Haji Amruldin, neanwhile,
suggested that the governnent set up "Amanah Saham Harta Buni putera" to
hel p Mal ays to devel op reserve | and.

He said setting up a trust fund would be better than nortgagi ng Ml ay
reserve land to others |ike Land and Cooperative Devel opnment Mnistry.

Col l ections could be nmade and when the nal ays had enough noney they
could buy the reserve |land, he said, hoping that the setting up of the
trust fund could be expedited by the governnent.

Terengganu del egate Abdul Rahi m Mbhamad Said, in debating the notion
suggested that an integrated progranme be inplenented to expose and educate
the rural population on Information Technology (IT), simlar to what the
government did to eradicate illiteracy in the 70s.

Such effort was inportant in ensuring that those in the rural would not
be left behind in IT, said the delegate who al so proposed that Dr Mhathir
be given the title "Tokoh Miarmal ah Dunia" for introducing Islamc business
concept in the country.

Abu Bakar Ismail, a delegate from Perlis, meanwhile, suggested that
Umo nmaintai ned existing |eadership in the party and the governnent.

He said that any change in the |eadership should be | ooked fromthe
perspective of the interest of Umo's political struggle as well as that of
the Bari san Nasional (BN) government.

"Don't nake changes just to give opportunities to newconers," he said,
addi ng that change should be nmade when it was appropriate to do so

A Pul au Pinang del egate, Tajul Arus Nordin, neanwhile, suggested that
Umo postponed all elections within party until the next general elections

"Under the present circunstances, we shouldn't be thinking of pushing
up who to the top or toppling who," he said.

He said what Ummo really needed at present was stability and effective
| eadership at all Ievels.

Pahang del egate, Abdul Fatah Abdull ah suggested the setting up of a
mechanism within the party to rem nd nmenbers of the inportance of
strenthening the party.

He al so proposed that a summarised version of "Dilema Ml ayu" or Mlay
witten by Dr Mahathir produced to nmake his nessage clear.

Zaiyadi, in tabling the notion, said Muslins should strive to be an
excel l ent society whose actions becone exanples to others

"We should not be influenced by western thinking to the extend that we



interpret Islamand its teachings |like people in the west," he said.

Ei ght del egates spoke at today's debate before it was adjourned until
tonorrow. -- BERNAVA
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