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By: K. C. Leong

LOS ANGELES, Jan 13 (Bernamm) -- Your identity card is envisaged to get
"smart" by the year 2000 as part of plans to develop Malaysia's Miltinedia
Super Corridor (MSQC)

The ubiquitous I C which Ml aysi ans aged 12 years and above keep in
their wallets and handbags will then become a national nultipurpose card
whi ch can serve not only as a national identity card but also as an
el ectronic purse for buying small ticket itens or a credit card, tel ephone
card and even as a club nenbership card

The smart card, due to be commercially rel eased before the end of the
decade and eventually issued to all Mlaysians, will ultinmately be used in
all electronic transactions with the governnent.

These details are contained in a handbook on the MSC produced by the
Mul ti nedi a Devel opnent Corporation (MDC), which is described in the
handbook by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad as a
"fully-enpowered one-stop super shop” wholly focused on ensuring the
uncondi ti onal success of the MSC and its compani es.

The MDC is coordinating the current working visit by Dr Mahathir to
California and later to Japan to pronote the devel opnent of the MSC anobng
top executives of American and Japanese conpanies involved in multinedi a
products and services.

The national rmultipurpose card is one of seven "flagship applications”
whi ch have been identified for devel opnent by 2000 in order to rapidly
catalyse the MSC s growth and accel erate Ml aysia's progress towards
| eadership in the Information Age, the handbook said.

The other six are electronic government, smart schools, telenedicine
research and devel opnent clusters, borderless nmarketing centres and
wor | dwi de manuf acturi ng webs.

In his nessage in the handbook, the Prime Mnister described the MSC as
a bold initiative to develop a regional launch site for conpanies
devel oping or using |leading multinedia technol ogies

He said the MSC ainmed to revol utioni se how the world does business by
unl ocking nultinedia's full potential by integrating ground-breaking
cyberlaws and outstanding information infrastructure in an attractive
physi cal environnent.

He added that the MDC woul d shape the MSC into Asia's technology hub, a
pl ace where innovative multinmedi a devel opers and users can harness
Mal aysi a's uni que conpetitive advantages in devel opi ng products for
regi onal and gl obal markets.

The handbook said the MSC s high capacity global teleconmunications and
| ogistics infrastructure would be built upon its 2.5-10 gigabit digital
optical fibre backbone and the new Kuala Lunmpur International Airport.

The new policies and cyberlaws, nmeanwhile, would be designed to enable
and encourage electronic comerce, facilitate the devel opnent of multinedia
applications and position Ml aysia as the regional |eader in intellectual
property protection, the handbook said.

Conpani es wanting to join the MSC can apply to the MDC for "MSC Status”
which would entitle themto operate tax-free for up to 10 years or to
receive a 100 per cent investnent tax allowance and enjoy other incentives
and benefits backed by the Ml aysian governnent's Bill of Cuarantees, it
sai d.

Anmong ot her things, the Bill of Guarantees commits the governnent to



conmpanies with MSC Status to provide a world-class physical and information
infrastructure, allow unrestricted enploynment by |ocal and foreign

knowl edge workers and ensure freedom of ownership by exenpting conpanies
fromlocal ownership requirenents.

QO her commitnments are to give the freedomto source capital globally
for MSC infrastructure and the right to borrow funds gl obally, provide
conpetitive financial incentives, becone a regional |eader in intellectual
property protection and cyberlaws, ensure no |Internet censorship, provide
gl obally conpetitive tel ecomunications tariffs, tender key MSC
infrastructure contracts to |eading companies willing to use the MSC as
their regional hub and to provide a high-powered inplenentation agency to
act as an effective one-stop super shop.
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