19/ 01/ 1997
MSC wil | help in devel opnent

Cal vin Goh in San Franci sco

THE Mul timedi a Super Corridor is a pilot project to harnoni se Ml aysi a
with the gl obal forces shaping the information age, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad sai d yest er day.

The country does not see nultinedia nerely as a new type of information
technol ogy but rather as a tool to both create a know edge- based society
and harvest its potential econom c, social and cultural rewards, he added.

The Prime M nister was speaking at a neeting with Silicon Valley chief
executive officers of high technol ogy conpanies at the Westin Hotel in
Santa C ara, about an hour's drive fromhere.

About 30 of themwere present, including Dr Leonard Y. Liu, the
chai rman, president and CEO of Wal ker Interactive Systens (a conpany which
provi des hi gh-end financial application systens), Frank Lin, chairman and
CEO of Trident Mcrosystens (a | eader in the graphic chip sets industry),
Ti m Koogl e of Yahoo (a | eading I nternet search engi ne conpany), John
Mor gri dge, chairman of Ci sco Systems (an industry | eader in networking),
and CGeorge Scalise, executive vice-president of Apple Conmputer Inc.

Mal aysia is using the MSCto create a perfect environment for conpanies
wanting to create, distribute and enpl oy multinmedi a products and servi ces.

"W realise we have nuch to learn fromSilicon Valley which is nore
advanced than Mal aysia," Dr Mahathir said. "But precisely because you are
so devel oped, there are very inportant things we can do that you cannot."

He said the role of the Governnent would be to renove the obstacles
created by policies that were successful in the industrial age but nust be
changed to unleash the full potential of the information age.

"We offer the Miultinedia Super Corridor as a gift to the world to help
all of us sucessfully nmeet the chall enges of the 21st century.

"None of us can continue to succeed in this increasingly borderless
worl d by ourselves, and we invite those of you who share our vision to be
our partners in exploring this exciting new frontiers," he said.

Phase one of the MSC involves making it a success by |earning from
Mal aysia's partners and the experience it gains.

Phase two will link in other islands of excellence within Ml aysia and
around the world, and phase three involves nmaking all of Ml aysia a MSC

"I expect we will be in the final phase by 2020 as we becone a devel oped
nation," he said.

The MSC wi Il be managed and marketed by the Miltinedi a Devel opnent
Cor poration, whose mssion is to create the best environment for private
sector conpanies to pursue nultinedia activities.

Dr Mahathir said the MDC woul d be opening 10 offices around the world,
including in Silicon Valley, over the next two years so that it could be
close to the conpani es which would be its clients.

He said Mal aysia was highly commtted to making the MSC a success and it
had a track record of neeting its comm tnents.

The Mal aysi an Governnent sees nultinmedia as the strategic sector to
achi eve Vision 2020 and the MSC is at the | eading edge of this key sector,
he sai d.

"Consequently, we sinply cannot and will not allowthe MsCto fail."
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