18/ 01/ 1997
MSC wi Il be a success, says PM (HL)

Cal vin Goh; Zainul Ariffin in San Francisco

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad yesterday described the

i naugural neeting of the International Advisory Panel on the Miultimedi a
Super Corridor as "very good" with nenbers expressing support for the
concept.

"We feel the MSC has received very good support and | amconfident it
will be a success,” he told a Press conference for Anerican and Mal aysi an
journalists at the Littlefield Managenent Centre at Stanford University,
about an hour's drive from San Franci sco.

Most of the 22 foreign | AP nenbers - the who's who of the world's IT
i ndustry - who attended yesterday's neeting were al so present at the Press
conference. Six did not attend the neeting because of other conmmtnents.

Dr Mahathir, who had earlier chaired the six-hour neeting, said he
expl ained to the menbers what the MSC was all about.

He said there were questions on areas which were not very clear.

"But the main thing is their conmtment to the MSC not only as
advisers... there are indications that they woul d be investing in the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor as well," he said.

Asked by a US reporter what he felt had been achi eved at the neeting, Dr
Mahat hir said that the groundwork on a nunber of flagship applications had
al ready been done.

He al so said several opinions had been expressed on the kind of work
bei ng done and the inprovenents that could be nade. "W feel the results
of the discussions are very useful for the Ml aysian Governnent in order
to carry out the project,” he said.

Concerns expressed during the neeting included a | ack of skilled workers
and potential trade barriers that mght inpede marketing efforts in
nei ghbouring countri es.

Asked if there would be any changes in the overall plan for the MSC as a
result of yesterday's discussions, Dr Mahathir said there would be none.

"But there are sone things which we think we can consi der by way of
i nprovenment in the plan.™

He said quite a nunber of suggestions were nmade on | aws, the
infrastructure, policy and training of skilled manpower.

Asked what the Governnent's concerns were should things not go well,

t hough they may not happen, Dr Mhat hir said:

"No risk, no gain. W have to take the plunge. But | feel we are in very
safe waters..

"Besides, we are in very safe hands," Dr Mahathir said, gesturing to the
seasoned I T executives at his side.

Asked whet her one should be surprised that the man who articul ated the
Look East Policy should select so many Anericans to sit on the panel, he
said: "No, you should not be surprised at all. East is still there.

"I keep saying over and over again that when we said we woul d Look East
we al so said that we woul d not stop | ooking at the West. But that sonehow
or other was never published."

Those who attended yesterday's neeting were: consultant Kenichi Chnae,
Lester Al berthal (EDS), Anbassador Di ana Lady Dougan, Larry Ellison
(Oracle), Fred duck (Bechtel), Nobuyuki |dei (Sony), Koo Bon Mo (LG
Group), Robert Madge (Madge Networks), Jim Manzi (Nets Inc), Scott MNealy
(Sun Mcrosystens), Prof WlliamMIler (Stanford G aduate School of
Busi ness) ;



Noboru M yawaki (NTT), Philip Gdeen (BDM International), Eckhard
Pfeiffer (Conpaq), Lewis Platt (Hew ett-Packard), Stan Shih (Acer),
Masayoshi Son (Softbank), Dean M chael Spence (Dean G aduate School of
Busi ness, Stanford), Gary Tooker (Mdtorola), Lynton Ronald WIson (BCE),
Janmes Barksdal e (Netscape) and Robert R Bishop (Silicon).

The absentees were Bill Gates (Mcrosoft), Louis Gerstner (IBM, G bert
Arelio (Apple), Dr Heinrich von Pierer (Sienens Corp), Tadashi Sekizawa
(Fujitsu) and futurol ogist Alvin Toffler.

Their primary responsibility is to provide advice and counsel to the
Prime M nister and the Mal aysi an Government on strategic issues related to
the MSC, like infrastructure, environment, policies and cyberl| aws,
mar keting and i ncentives, and the devel opnent of donestic industries.

The MSC is a technol ogy econom ¢ devel opnent zone neasuring 15 by 50
kil onetres extendi ng south fromKual a Lunpur designed to attract |eading
devel opers of nultinedia technol ogi es.

Dr Mahathir said the next neeting of the |AP to review the results would
be held in January next year and all present agreed to neet in Kuala
Lumpur as it was nuch easier to see what was goi ng on on the ground.

In the meantinme there woul d be "one on one" neetings either in San
Francisco or in Malaysia and if there was a need for certain nmenbers to
meet to discuss details it could be arranged, he said.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived in the US | ast Sunday to pronmote the MsSC, will
meet Silicon Valley chief executives today before he | eaves for Japan
where he will address Japanese CEGCs.
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