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MSC wi Il pave way into Digital Age: Dr M

Har dev Kaur in Fukuoka

FUKUOKA, Fri: The Multinedia Super Corridor (MSC) will set the stage for
Mal aysians to enter the "digital century" as it (MSC) is envisaged to
becone a "global community living at the | eadi ng edge of the Information
Soci ety".

In addition, it is hoped that a few of "tonorrow s | eaders” w th new
products and services in the MSC will be from Mal aysi a.

Addr essing participants of the Fukuoka Di al ogue, Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad said Mal aysia plans to be a "gl obal pioneer” in
flagship applications identified for the MSC and identify "project
chanpi ons" for each of the applications.

The seven flagship applications being devel oped for the MSC are:
el ectronic governnment, a national nulti-purpose smart card, smart school s,
a research and devel opnent cluster, tel enedicine, a worl dwi de
manuf act uri ng web and borderl ess narketi ng.

Over tinme, each of these flagship applications will generate a web of
wor |l d cl ass and Mal aysi an conpani es col | aborating to devel op and deliver
i nnovati ve products and servi ces.

Si nce no conpany can be the chanpi on of every application, conpanies can
cooperate to find in which application they can be the best in, and work
with their respective counterparts, be they Japanese or Ml aysi an.

They can then devel op the identified application into one which can be
used as a nodel for the world, Dr Mahathir said in his address, "The
Digital Century: Opportunities for Mitual Coll aboration between Japan and
Mal aysi a".

The MSC will be a multi-cultural "web" of nutually-dependent
i nternational and Ml aysi an conpani es col |l aborating to deliver new
products and services to customers across an econom cally vibrant Asia and
the world. This "web" will eventually extend beyond Mal aysia's borders and
out across Malaysia's multi-cultural links to its nei ghbours.

Dr Mahat hir expl ained that this neans "Wen we produce a product,
component manufacturing can be done in China, on nmachines that are
programred from Japan, with software witten in India, and financing
com ng from Labuan International O fshore Financial Centre. The product
may be assenbl ed in Penang and shi pped to gl obal custoners direct from our
new ai rport, Kuala Lunourt International Airport, within the MSC'.

The first phase of the MSC should see hundreds of |arge and snal
compani es working with one another and with partners across the Asia-
Pacific and the world. Sone of these conpanies will certainly be today's
| eaders, according to Dr Mahathir.

For technol ogy conmpanies to be internationally conpetitive in the growth
i ndustries of the 21st century, the Prime Mnister said new industrial
gl obal standards need to be re-defined and this even as "revolutionary IT
products and services are devel oped".

The Digital Age has created conditions for the first tine in history
that will enable countries and conpanies to nutually enrich each other. It
is no longer a zero sumgane with wi nners and | osers.

Changes taki ng pal ce have nade what was i npossible in the old econony of
the Industrial Age to be suddenly possible in the Informati on Age. For a
limted tinme there is a "relatively level playing field where devel oped
and devel opi ng countries can work together in ways that create benefits
for both".



Many weal t hi er devel oped countries are | ocked into obsolete industria
structures and | egislative frameworks. Dr Mahathir said vested interests
in these systens will stubbornly oppose any change, addi ng that
fortunately these corporate interests have not had time to devel op and
becone powerful in the devel oping countries |ike Ml aysi a.

Wil e noving ahead with "all the dazzling effects of information
technol ogy", Dr Mahathir rem nded the audi ence that "we nust never forget
that artificial intelligence can never replace the human intellect".
Peopl e - and specifically managers of corporations - nust |ead business
and society with a social responsibility that displays not only a bal anced
set of values of humanity and ethics into their organisations but one that
will inculcate spirit of corporate identity.

"In the digital century, in which everything is reduced to bits and
byt es, one needs to have sonething solid and real to fall back on." As
such, the Prime M nister called upon the corporate | eaders of Mal aysia and
Japan to propogate "our own phil osophy of know edge that is inbued with
our own sets of Asian val ues".

In addition, Asia should adopt a pro-active approach towards counter-
bal anci ng t he Western domi nance of the cyberspace. He hastened to add that
"we are not saying that Western influence is all bad but enphasising that
by being digital, being IT literate and bei ng technol ogi cally advanced
does not mean that Asian values are not rel evant.

"If anything, they are nore relevant," he said, adding that they will be
even nore relevant "for our nen and wonen as they search for their own
ni che and identities in a borderless environment".

He said on top of the priority list for mutual cooperation will be
recreating and buil ding paths that |ead back to the basic of humanity. The
central elenent crucial for the continued growmh of mankind is one which
focuses on nmobilising human intellect and spirit.

"Only by bringing back that humanity and self-identity el enents can
organi sati ons hope to conpete in this digital century, which has been
descri bed by Lester Thurow as an era of man-nade brain power industries,”
the Prime M nister said.
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