14/ 07/ 1997
M Everest teamtraining youths in wall clinbing

I zat un Hani m Shari

| POH, Sun. - Youths are encouraged to participate i n nountai neering
activities, particularly wall climnbing, to devel op the sport which will be
one of the conpetitions in the Wrld Cup Series to be held in Kuala Lunpur
next year.

Mount Everest '97 team | eader Nor Ram | e Sul aiman said the team had been
given the responsibility to popularise wall clinbing anong yout hs.

He said the team woul d focus on youths who are involved in the Rakan
Muda progranme.

"I't will be away to help the Governnent curb social ills anmong youths
and encourage themto participate in sports.

"I't will be an opportunity for the team nenbers to share their skills
whil e strengthening the country's team (base of nountain clinbers)," Nor
Ram | e said at a roadshow held at Greentown Mall shopping centre
yest er day.

More than 500 people, particularly youths who are keen i n nount ai neering
activities, swarned the mall to neet the heroes who conquered the 8, 848m
hi gh Mount Everest.

Fifteen nenbers fromthe teamwere given a warm wel conmre by Dat uk Bandar
Dat uk Ahnmad Sal eh Sharif who | aunched the roadshow.

Perak is the fourth State the teamhas visited as part of its nationw de
r oadshow whi ch began in June.

Team nmenbers were greeted by a konpang group and entertained with
traditi onal dances by Sel endang Perak Dance G oup.

A two-day exhibition on the Mount Everest '97 teanml s assault of the
H mal ayan peak was al so organi sed by the State Youth and Sports Counci l

Nor Ranmile also said the teamwould | aunch the "Program Gunung Angkat"
to encourage nountain clinmbing anong yout hs.

"The programre woul d be | aunched by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad eit her next nonth or Septenber,” he said.

He said the team had identified 30 nountains throughout the country
i ncl udi ng Gunung Bubu and Gunung Korbu i n Perak which participants could
clinmb.

He added that training for participants woul d be conducted twi ce a
nont h.

When asked about the future plans for the Mount Everest team Nor Ranlle
sai d expeditions to clinb Munt Everest would become a fixed progranme
organi sed by the Governnent.

He said a teamwould clinb the mountain once in three years.

"The next attenpt will probably be in the year 2000 or 2001," he said.

He al so said the teamwas planning to clinb nountains on all seven
continents.

Nor Raml |l e said the teamwoul d discuss with the Mnistry of Youth and
Sports and subrmit a working paper on their programes.

He said the team nenbers woul d be sent for nountain clinbing training
abroad, |i ke Scotl and and New Zeal and.

"Qur team nenbers need to be exposed to technical skills to achi eve our
mai n goal s," he said.
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