10/ 12/ 1997

MIUC:. Lavish lifestyle nmust be stopped

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The lavish lifestyle of the rich and famous in the
country nust be stopped i medi ately, the Ml aysi an Trades Uni on Congress
t oday sai d.

The MIUC al so said that managenents of corporations should be prepared
to share their profits equitably with their workers so that everyone has a
fair and equal "slice of the cake".

In a Press rel ease today, MIUC president Zainal Rampak said while
supporting the Governnment in its austerity drive, the MIUC would al so |ike
enpl oyers, especially the corporate captains, to follow the precedent set
by the Governnent by "trinmming the fat" off their annual nmanagenent
al | owances.

He said the MIUC accorded full support for the Governnment's cost-cutting
nmeasures ai ned at sustaining econonmic resilience inthe light of a 40 per
cent depreciation of the ringgit against the US dollar.

Zai nal said the Governnent should, at the sane tinme, give due attention
to the interests of the | ow and mi ddl e i ncone groups who nake up the
majority of the population in the country.

"More than 95 per cent of our 8.5 mllion wirkers belong to these incone
groups, and their long-terminterests and wel fare should be accorded every
possi bl e attention even during difficult tinmes such as now," he said.

The MIUC said the 18 per cent reduction in Federal expenditure would in
a big way boost donestic savings while the deferment of several nega
projects would also firmup financial stability.

"It is laudabl e that the Deputy Prinme Mnister (Datuk Seri Anwar
I brahim is taking the | ead by inplenmenting reductions to the sal aries of
Cabi net M nisters, Deputy M nisters and other Governnent |eaders. There
shoul d be a complete freeze on fully paid fanily overseas holidays, golf
club activities, entertai nment at expensive hotels and restaurants and
rel ated peri pheral and non-productive activities," Zainal said.

Meanwhi | e, Cuepacs has urged the Governnent to reconsider its nove to
freeze the annual salary increnent for Goups A and B civil servants.

Maki ng the call, Cuepacs Deputy Secretary-Ceneral Abdul Rahman Manan
said the freeze woul d have an effect on the pension rates of civil
servants.

"If there is no increment, civil servants particularly those retiring in
a year or two will not attain the maximumand this will reduce the pension
they will receive," he said.

He said the Cuepacs Council would neet on Sunday to discuss at |length
the Government's nove to freeze increnent and would study it fromthe
| egal angl e.

"We are neverthel ess confident that the Government will take into
account the problens faced by civil servants and resolve it anicably,"
Rahman sai d.

Meanwhi | e, the Telugu Associ ation of Ml aysia today said Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, and the Cabi net had the undivi ded support
of the association

"Wt back all the tight budgetary controls to correct the situation. W
al so pray for the fast recovery of our econony," association president B.
A. Noki ah sai d.
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