09 OCT 1997
MTUC- Tol |
MIUC URGES GOVT NOT TO RAI SE TOLL RATES

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 9 (Bernamm) -- Toll rates should not be raised
indiscrimnately especially at a tinme when the country's econony is
experiencing serious uncertainties due to depreciation of the ringgit
agai nst several nmmjor foreign currencies, the Ml aysian Trades Union
Congress (MIUC) said today.

Its president Zainal Ranpak said the present tight nonetary situation
bei ng experienced by the people was already conpelling themto tighten
their belts, and any increase in toll rates would only burden them further.

Toll rates have been revised several tines over a period of |ess than
three years with across-the-board gross increases of nore than 30 per cent
when conpared with the published rates in 1994, he said in a statenent.

" We do not see any reason for toll concessionaires |ike Projek
Lebuhraya Utara Selatan (PLUS) to increase toll rates during critical times
i ke now.

" We call upon the governnent not to accede to the requests of the
conpani es which are only out to nmake quick bucks at the expense of the
peopl e," he said.

As a national trade union centre, Zainal said the MIUC stood
shoul der-to-shoul der with the government in the true spirit of patriotism
to ward off all challenges posed by external forces with vested interests.

He said MIUC accorded full support to the government, Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim for
their efforts to strengthen the country's econony during difficult tines.

In I POH, the Federation of Ml aysian Consumer Associations (Fonta) said
it considered as "mad tal k" the announcenent by Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri
S. Sany Vellu that PLUS would increase toll rates as scheduled on Jan 1.

Its deputy president Abdul Rahman Said Alli said Sany Vellu's statenent
cane at a tinme when the country was facing econom c problens.

It was untinely and contradicted an earlier call by the governnment
asking the people to save, he told reporters.

Sany Vellu' s statement was illogical that PLUS would not be able to
col lect the targeted ampunt under the concession agreenment if the rates
were not increased, he said.

" An inportant project like the Bakun hydro-electric project can be
deferred and a salary review for government enployees can also be
post poned, why should PLUS be exenpted just because the concession
agreenent says the rates nust be raised," he said.

Sany Vellu was reported to have said yesterday that toll rates would be
increased from Jan 1 although the government announced earlier that the
current rates were being reviewed.

Abdul Rahrman said anong the decisions taken by Bank Negara at a specia
nmeeti ng whicht he attended two weeks ago were to ask the people to save but
how could they when they had to pay nore for the increase in cost.

He said Fonta al so questioned PLUS, which built the 848km hi ghway,
whether it was running at a | oss and unable to service its | oans.

"From what we know, it is making profit but whether big or small, the
toll charges are still a burden to road users," he said.

He said PLUS had raised the rates three times previously which neans
addi tional burden for the people but the government had al ways naintained
that the rates were the lowest in the world or in this region.

" If the rates are increased on Jan 1, Fonta is left with no choice but



to conduct a nationw de campaign to tell the people that the governnent's
privatisation policy is a failure,"” he added. -- BERNAVA
LAT HAR TS



	MTUC URGES GOVT NOT TO RAISE TOLL RATES (Bernama 09/10/1997)

