03/ 05/ 1997
Muhamrad pl edges support

Sa' odah Eli as

SHAH ALAM Fri. - Former Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Muhamad Muhanmed
Tai b today appl auded the decision by the Prine Mnister in nanmi ng Donmestic
Trade and Consumer Affairs M nister Datuk Abu Hassan Omar as the Menteri
Besar - desi ghat e.

He said Abu Hassan, who is also the State Umo |iaison committee deputy
chairman, is the best candidate as the next Menteri Besar of Sel angor.

"Abu Hassan is one of the nobst experienced governnment and political
| eaders in Selangor and | have full confidence in his ability to | ead
Sel angor to greater heights," he told reporters at the Menteri Besar's
official residence at Bukit Megawati near here.

Muhanmad said he woul d ext end what ever hel p necessary to Abu Hassan when
he takes over as Menteri Besar to ensure the rapid devel opnent currently
experienced by the State woul d not be disrupted.

Asked if the choice of Abu Hassan as the Menteri Besar-designate had
caught himby surprise, Muihanmad, who is still the Hulu Sel angor Umo
di vi si on head and therefore a nenber of the State Umo |iai son conmittee,
said the question did not arise at all

This, he said, was because the State Umo had al ready pl edged to support
whoever was chosen by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad as the next Menter
Besar .

Muhammad al so sai d under the State Constitution, the post of Menteri
Besar must be filled within 28 days after it was vacated. Qtherw se, an
acting Menteri Besar should be appointed.

On whether this nmeant that a by-election had to be held within the next
10 days, he said:

"I amsure the Prime Mnister has already taken that into consideration
when he deci ded on Datuk Abu Hassan."

He al so advised all the State Executive Council nenbers, State
Assenbl ymen and party nenbers to accept Abu Hassan as the next Menter
Besar and give himtheir full support to enable himto discharge his
duties wi thout hitches.

He said it was inmportant that the current political stability was
mai ntai ned so that the State growth woul d not be hanpered by interna
squabbl es.

Muhammad said he would al so help to campaign for Abu Hassan in the by-
el ection to enable himto secure a State seat.

Asked if by choosing Abu Hassan, who is a Menber of Parlianment for Kual a
Sel angor, as the next Menteri Besar indicated that there was no other
eligi bl e candi date fromanong the Exco nenbers and State Assenbl ynen,
Muhammad said that was the prerogative of the Prime Mnister.

"There are many ot her candi dates who are eligible but the decision is at
the discretion of the Prine Mnister and everyone shoul d respect and
support his decision."

( END)
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