15/ 04/ 1997
Muhammad to stay on in two posts

Kamar ul Yunus

FORMER Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Muhammad Muhammad Tai b has announced
that he will remain as Umo vice-president and State Assenbl yman for

Bat ang Kal i .

"I was el ected by the people to these posts. Let Umo nenbers decide, ™
Muhammad sai d yest er day.

He had resigned as Sel angor Menteri Besar, state Umo |iaison chief, and
Bari san Nasi onal chairman for Sel angor and Federal Territory on Saturday.

H's resignation fromthe three posts was announced by Prinme M nister and
Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad, who is al so BN chairman
after the party's Supreme Council neeting.

Muhammad sai d he resigned fromthe Menteri Besar and party posts "so as
not toinplicate the party and Gover nnent"

He is facing charges with failing to declare cash in foreign currencies,
equivalent to A$1.2 nmillion or about RM.4 million, while |eaving
Australia for New Zeal and at the Brisbane International Airport on
Decenber 22 | ast year.

He al so faces an additional charge of making a fal se declaration
pertaining to the cash found in his |uggage upon entry into Australi a.

"l hope the people will accept ny decision in the interests of religion,
race and nation," he told a news conference called to officially announce
his resignation as Sel angor Menteri Besar in Shah Al am

Muhamrad mai nt ai ned, though, that the two charges brought agai nst him
were "technical in nature" and not related to corruption or other
of f ences.

He said he did not feel any guilt over the charges he is facing in
Australia.

"Some parties have tried to snear ny nane by saying that ny resignation
is due to the fact that | know | amguilty.

"I will fight to defend myself and God willing, | should be able to
redeemny integrity,"” he added.

Muhammad said he had to relinquish his post as Menteri Besar because it
is a "public office" and as a responsi ble Umo | eader, he refuses to all ow
the party and the Government to be linked to the court case, which he
descri bed as a "personal matter".

"As a responsible leader, | think we should not Iink the party with any
personal problem because the party has to continue, probably for 100 or
200 years.

"Problematic | eaders should step down to solve their personel problens
and when they have solved their problenms, they can cone back to the
party... then, it is up to the party nmenbers and | eaders at the top | evel
whet her to take you back.

"But if they don't take you back, better retire," he added.

Muhanmmad al so reiterated that he does not want his case to affect the
"nobl e vision of Dr Mahathir" for Malaysia, to transformit into a
devel oped nation and nodel for other countries.

He al so said he had sought an audience with the Sultan of Sel angor on
Saturday to informhimof his decision to resign as Menteri Besar.

I n addi ti on, Muhanmad deni ed clains nade in the Brisbane Courier Mi
report which alleged that he owned nmany properties and was | ooki ng to nake
nor e pur chases.

However, Mihammad said he will leave it to his lawer to deal with the



matter and | ook into the next course of action that he can take.

"Let my | awyer deternine the course of action. |I have instructed ny
| awyer to deal with the false allegation perpetrated by the Australian
(newspaper).

"In the nmeantime, | also appeal to the |local nedia not to quote
unreliable sources in Australian reports as this coul d be damagi ng.

"I strongly deny such distorted figures as reported by the Australian

press,” he said.

To questions on what type of property he was | ooking for in Australi a,
Muhammad said: "I will reply this in court. | think this (news conference)
is not a court. | think today is not for us to think of resolving ny
problem.. let ne solve the problemin Australia by nyself."

Asked about his successor, Miuhammad said Dr Mahathir will decide on a
sui tabl e repl acenent .

"W, the Sel angor and Federal Territory Umo, will support whoever the
Prime M nister decides on. Woever is chosen, we will cooperate and give
support. As for nme, | will give 100 per cent support... we have to
continue to nove on," he added.

Asked who will take charge of the Sel angor State CGovernnment during the
transition period, Mihammad said the state adm nistration can proceed
normal | y under the existing State Exco |ine-up. "However, Exco neetings
may not be held and major decisions will have to be postponed," he said.

Asked why he decided to resign rather than just take | eave, Muhamad
said the person acting in his capacity may not be able to concentrate on
his job if he remains as the Menteri Besar.

"G ve hima chance to be a full-fledged Menteri Besar with full powers.
To me, there is no such thing as a part-tine Menteri Besar.

"I amsure the Prime Mnister will nake a decision soon. Let the Prine
M ni ster decide... | can no longer interfere.”

Muhammad' s decision to stay as vice-president of the party and a state
assenbl yman net with mixed reaction.

Former Wanita Umo chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said it would be
appropriate if Mihammad steps down fromthe vice-presidency.

"The Umo vice-presidency is an inportant post. My opinion is that if
you want to save the party's i mage and safeguard its nane, then it is no
| onger advisable to retain the post,"” she told reporters in Kuala Lunpur.

"If you don't want the party to be involved, then you nmust step down
fromall posts for now. Maybe not resigning... but to take a backseat
tenmporarily if there is such a way."

Rafidah said i f Muhammad were to offer his resignation, it could be
accepted or rejected by the Suprenme Council. "But that is a different
story."

It woul d be best that Muhammad, on his own accord, offer to resign and
| et the Suprene Council decide, she said.

Forei gn M ni ster Datuk Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi, al so a vice-president of
the party, declined comment. "If that is (Muhammad's) decision, so be it,"
he sai d.

On Sunday, Abdull ah had said Umo | eaders involved in cases that could
tarnish the party's nane should step down to protect the party's inage and
reputation even if they were not yet proven guilty by the court. He had
descri bed Muhanmad' s decision to resign fromhis three posts on Saturday
as a nove that would help retain the people's confidence in Unmo.

The Menteri Besar of Pas-|ed Kel antan yesterday al so descri bed
Muhammad' s deci sion on Saturday to resign as a right nove.

Dat uk Ni k Abdul Aziz Nik Mat said the nove showed that Muhamrad real i sed
the inplications of his court case and did not want the matter to be
linked to the state governnent.



"The decision to quit the post on his own free will is better than
resigning after being ordered to do so," he said.
( END)
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