14 APR 1997
Assenbl y- Muhamrad
MUHAMMVAD GETS THANK YOU FROM STATE ASSEMBLY

SHAH ALAM April 14 (Bernama) -- The Selangor State Legislative
Assenbly passed a notion thanking Tan Sri Mihanmad Mihamad Tai b, who
resigned as Menteri Besar as fromtoday, for his stewardship of the state
adm ni stration for over a decade.

Gover nnent back- benchers and opposition menmbers debated over the
nmoti on, proposed by executive councillor and Barisan Nasional assenblyman
for Sungai Burong Datuk Mohd Aini Haji Taib, before it was passed.

House speaker Datuk Onn Ismail was visibly noved by its passage

Hours earlier, Muharmad announced his resignation at a news conference
followi ng Saturday's statenment on the matter by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

Muhammad al so relinquished chairmanship of the Federal Territory and
Sel angor Umo |iaison commttee and the post of Barisan Nasional chairman
of the two states.

Muhanmad, the state assenblyman for Batang Kali, was appointed Menteri
Besar on Aug 14, 1986

Mohd Aini said since that date, Muhanmad had left the mark of an
excel | ent | eader who nmade Sel angor a nopdel state.

Whi | e expressing shock over Mihammad's resignation, back-benchers who
debated the notion, threw lavish praise on the forner Menteri Besar
describing him as dedicated, bold and selfless in his service to the party
and nation.

They included Teh Chang Yin (Pelabuhan Kl ang), Datuk Haji Saidin Tanby
(Paya Jaras), Dr Pius Martin (Bukit Lanjan), S. Gopal akrisnan (Sungai Tua)
Datuk Haji Mufti Suib (Anpang), Datuk Mhd Shariff Jajang (Dengkil) and
Zai nal Abidin Sakom (Hul u Bernan).

Saidin said just as Muhamuad's appointment as Menteri Besar had
surprised many, his resignation too was just as shocking

He said many politicians, initially sceptical of his appointnent, have
since acknow edged Muhanmad's ability to |ead Selangor over the last 11
years.

In his tribute Dr Martin said Mihanmad deserved to be called the
"father of Selangor's devel opnent.™

He said Mihanmad was instrunental in guiding the state towards 11 per
cent economc growh for seven consecutive years.

CGopal akri snan expressed gratitude on behalf of the Indian electorate in
the state, whom he said, was not sidelined fromalso enjoying the fruits of
devel opnent under Mihanmad's st ewardshi p.

Mufti said Muhammad's resignati on was not because of pressure fromthe
foreign nmedia but out of his sincerity in not wanting personal nmatters be
linked to his party position and as Menteri Besar.

Mohd Shariff said the |ocal nedia need not blow up the Muihammrad issue
out of proportion so as to paint a negative picture of national |eaders.

The opposition DAP nenber for Bukit Gasing, Teng Chang Khim
acknow edged that Selangor's achievenents in the past decade was due to
Muhamrad' s | eader shi p.

But, Teng said, Mihammad shoul d have resigned four nmonths ago when was
detained in Australia for failing to declare to airport Customs the
equi valent of RM2.4 nillion he was carrying.-- BERNAVA
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