14 APR 1997
Ni k Azi z- Muhanmmad
MUHAMVAD S RESI GNATI ON A RI GHT MOVE, SAYS NI K AZ| Z

KOTA BAHARU, April 14 (Bernama) -- Tan Sri Miuhanmad Mihamad Tai b nmade a
right nmove by resigning as the Selangor Menteri Besar to safeguard the
state government's inmage, said the Menteri Besar of the PAS-led Kel antan
state.

Dat uk Ni k Abdul Aziz N k Mat said the nove showed that Muhammad, who is
a vice-president of Umo, realised the inplications of his court case and
did not want the matter to be linked to the state governnent.

"The decision to quit the post on his own free will is better than
resigning after being ordered to so," N k Abdul Aziz told reporters after
attending a briefing on social ills here today.

Muhanmad' s resignati on was announced by Prine M nister and Unmo
president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad after an Umo Suprene Counci
nmeeting on Saturday.

Muhammad, 51, is charged with failing to declare cash equivalent to
A$1.2 million (about RWM2.4 million) at the Brisbane International Airport
on Dec 22, last year. He faces another charge of making a false declaration
pertaining to the cash found in his |uggage.

Ni k Aziz said | eaders who faced personal problens that could be |inked
to their organisations should clear their names imediately so as not
af fect the organi sations.

The Kel antan Menteri Besar also did not dispute clains that opposition
parties too played a major role in getting |leaders faced with problens to
clear their names before sonething damagi ng happened to their
or gani sati ons.
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