27/ 08/ 1997
Muhyi ddi n: Public transport a big worry

Randhi r Si ngh
SPORTS M nister Tan Sri Muhyi ddi n Yassin said yesterday he doubted the
present public transport systemin the Klang Valley would be able to neet
wi th demand during the Conmmonweal th Ganes on Sept 11-21 next year.

"I amsorry but | don't have confidence in the present system W are

still trying to find a fornula to solve our traffic woes and the di spersa
systemat Bukit Jalil," said Mihyiddin.

"The big question is whether, when all the people converge here, can the
KL public transport systemoperate well. If not it would create probl ens
for us.”

Muhyi ddi n was speaking after chairing the Ganmes executive committee
nmeeting in Kuala Lunpur. Also present was Jen (rtd) Tan Sri Hashi m Mohaned
Ali, the executive chairman of Sukom N nety Ei ght, the organisers of the
Ganes.

Muhyi ddin said the traffic systemaround the main venue and Kual a Lunpur
continues to be the main concern of the organisers.

"The Traffic and Security Committee told us that going by their
projections nearly 70 per cent of the visitors are expected to use their
own transport."

At present, he said, the Intrakota bus conmpany have 1,500 buses and Park
May 600, and there are about 11,000 taxis in Kuala Lunpur.

"Are they adequate? | cannot answer this question as we do not know t he
actual nunber of people comng to Kuala Lunpur for the Games."

Pol i ce have proposed that nore people be allowed to use their own
vehicles to ease the burden on the public transport systembut then this
woul d nean that nore parking space has be identified.

Sukom said Muhyiddin, would ensure that the various conpetitions did
not clash with the timng of special entertai nment events and si deshows to
ease traffic congestion.

Muhyi ddi n al so di sclosed that Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad had consented to the appoi ntrment of O ynpic Council of Ml aysia
president Tan Sri Hanzah Abu Samah as joint deputy chairman of the Games
executive committee wi th Hashim

The conmittee, which conmprises 12 sub-conmttees, is chaired by
Muhyi ddi n.

Hanzah was left in the |Iurch when the Ganes nanagenent conmittee of
whi ch he was joint-chairman with Hashi mwas di ssolved in the wake of the
latter's resignation episode.

On publicity and pronotion, Mihyiddin said 500 billboards will be out up
all over the country fromend of the year to Septenber next year.

He said the Finance Mnistry have all ocated RMBO mllion for the
Mal aysi an Tourism Pronotion Board to pronmote the Ganes over seas.

Muhyi ddin said the conmittee al so decided to | ook into accomodati on for
Mal aysi ans coning fromabroad to witness the Ganes.

"One of the suggestions is for Governnent-owned training centres and
hostels such as ITM UPMand UKMto provi de affordabl e accommpdati on with
bed and breakfast, sone as cheap as RMLO. W nust as sone families cannot
afford hotel rates."

On the training of athletes, Mihyiddin said it is entering the third
phase and the focus will be on six sports that are medal prospects. They
are tenpin bowing, weightlifting, rhythm c gymastics, shooting,
badmi nton and | awmn bow s.
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