19/ 06/ 1997
Muhyi ddin directed to oversee 1998 Ganes (HL)

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Randhir Si ngh

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - The Cabinet today directed Youth and Sports M nister
Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin to take on the | eading role of ensuring the
snoot h organi sation of the 1998 Comonweal t h Ganes schedul ed for Sept 11-
21 next year.

Speaking to reporters after his Mnistry's post-Cabinet neeting at Pusat
Bandar Damansara, Mihyiddin said fromnow on Sukom Ni nety Ei ght Bhd
executive chairman Jen (B) Tan Sri Hashi m Mohamed Ali woul d report
directly to him

"All the 12 Ganes nmanagenent conmittees will also nowreport directly to
me," said Muhyiddin. "The Iines of authority have changed. The Cabi net
feels that the Mnister should have nmore authority to nake deci sions," he
sai d.

"There were sone anonmlies earlier. W learn fromm stakes. It was quite
wor kabl e the |l ast few nonths, but as the Ganes get cl oser we need to have
sone changes."

He said prior to this, the 12 commttees reported to the Ganes
managenent conmittee co-chaired by Hashi mand O ynpic Council of Ml aysia
president Tan Sri Hanzah Abu Samah.

The comrittees are protocol, opening and cl osing cerenonies,
communi cation and broadcasting, culture, finance, Ganes village and venue
beautification, marketing, nmedical and doping, security and traffic,
sports, facilities and transport.

Muhyi ddin said the Mnistry previously did not have full access to
i nformati on and deci si ons nade by the Sukom managenent conmittee.

"Sonme of the decisions were not reported to the Mnistry or the
executive committee but directly to the Ganes council chaired by the Prine
M ni ster.

"I hope fromnow on all matters will be referred to the executive
commttee and its decisions inplenented."

Muhyi ddin said this, however, did not nean that the Mnistry was taking
over the organisation of the Ganes.

"It is to put the Mnistry and the Mnister in a better position to co-
ordinate efforts and nake deci sions," he said.

Muhyi ddi n' s announcenent cane a day after Hashimsaid that there would
be "changes in the ground rul es".

Hashi m who had announced his decision to quit as Sukom boss on Monday,
wi thdrew his letter after nmeeting acting Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar
| br ahi m yest er day.

Hashi m sai d he had di scussed the new ground rul es with Anwar.

Muhyi ddi n sai d Sukomwas still the organiser of the Ganmes and that its
structure would remain intact.

Asked if the decision was political, Mihyiddin said: "It is a Governnent
deci sion." He added Hashi mwoul d be infornmed of the changes soon.

Asked i f the Cabinet was happy with Sukomi s performance, Mihyiddin said
there were sone shortcom ngs whi ch Hashimhinself admtted to the Press on
Monday.

He said he would be submtting regular reports to the Cabi net under the
new format after the commttees had submitted their progress reports and
financial requirenents to the executive comittee

"The executive conmittee will meet at | east once a nonth and the 12
commttees will be told to neet once or twice a nonth," he said.



He said there would be a special briefing for the acting PMon the Ganes
on a date to be fixed.

Muhyi ddi n said that the Ganes secretariat in the Mnistry would be
st rengt hened.

The secretariat essentially nonitors the construction of newfacilities
and the upgrading of the existing ones. It also deals with Sukom on
matters such as equi pnment and venues.
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