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Musa: Refrain fromaccepting any formof aid

Fadzi| Gnazali

MALAYSI A, inits efforts to restore strength and confidence to its
econony, should refrain fromaccepting any formof aid fromthe

i nternational comunity, says Tan Sri Miusa Hitam a former deputy prine
m ni ster.

Musa, who is the Special Envoy of the Prinme Mnister to Conmonweal th
M ni sterial Action Goup, said acceptance of "bits and pi eces" of such aid
is bad as far as boosting the confidence of people and the business
communi ty.

"What is not needed is the nibbling of offering in bits and pi eces. Not
only is that bad in ternms of confidence to the people and t he busi ness
conmunity, it is also confusing," he added.

Musa, who is also the Mal aysi an del egate to the UN Comni ssi on on Hunan
Ri ghts, spoke to reporters in Kuala Lunpur after presenting a keynote
address at the Association of South-East Asian Nations Congress on Media
Laws and Poli ci es.

"I hope the formation of the National Econom c Action Council (NEAC)
will allowthe Government to really | ook at the present problem
conprehensively, identifying it and work out solutions to solve it," he
added.

Musa al so said there is a strong "denial factor" occuring anong Sout h-
East Asian nations. He termed the denial factor as "continuously denying
that something is wong with us and we are the ones that are causing it."

He hopes that this factor is reduced in Malaysia as this will allowthe
country to put things into perspective and work out a conprehensive
solution to the present crisis in the region.

"The formation of the NEACis a sign to show that the Governnent is
i ndeed trying to reduce this denial factor," he added.

Musa said with this factor out of the way, the council could take a hard
| ook at the present economi c problens, and offer a conprehensive package
to the Governnment and introduce it to the systemin overcom ng the crisis.

"I think this will go a long way. Statenents even by very influenti al
figures now do not hel p. The business conmunity and nost of the Ml aysi an
popul ati on are hard-nosed peopl e, dealing with noney everyday.

"What ever you say, they know the situation. They are very cautious, and
have been bitten too many tinmes. Every tinme they buy (stocks in the
mar ket) they lose, and the ringgit continues with its trend.

"They know this, and they just do not want to come in unless they are
very sure. So, this conprehensive package by the NEAC is urgent for us to
overcone the problem" he added.

Misa said he is aware that Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
had said the NEAC woul d have an advisory role in tackling the country's
economni ¢ probl ens.

"But | hope the role will be nore of advisory role to the Governnent
rat her than to anybody el se," he added,

Musa al so expressed hope that personalities to sit on the NEAC will be
those who are able to offer objective and constructive fornmulae in trying
to overcone the existing problem

He noted that Mal aysia has a |l ot of talents who have nothing to | ose or
togainif they sit on the NEAC as council menbers and draw up the
appropriate advice to the Governnent.

He said the thrust behind the NEAC should be in accordance with the



Mal aysi an and Asian values, that is the interest of the comunity agai nst
the interest of individuals.

"In other words, if the individuals and the really bad who need to be
sacrificed in working out the solutions, let it be. It is for the
comunity's interests, and for the good of the country on the whole.

"Let the really bad go down the drain. This is serious and i n accordance
wi th our perceptions and cultural heritage. It is tine to apply it here.

It is also cormon sense and in accordance wi th econonic principles,” he

added.
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