11/ 05/ 1997
Muhamrad ceases to play Umo VP role (HL)

Ram an Sai d; Tengku Sari ffuddin

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Forner Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Muhammuad
Muhammad Taib will cease to function as Umo vice-president and will not
be involved in the activities of the party suprene council until the
concl usion of his court case in Brisbane.

This was deci ded by the suprene council at its neeting today which al so
approved a request by Muhanmad to be temporarily excused from attendi ng
its neetings.

Prime Mnister and party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmed told a
Press conference after the neeting of the witten request made by Mihamad
who was not present at today's neeting.

Muhammad faces two charges of failing to declare RM. 4 nillion while
| eaving the Brisbane International Airport for New Zeal and | ast Dec 22 and
for making a fal se declarati on.

He resigned as Menteri Besar on April 14 and on the sane day al so gave
up his positions as chairman of the Sel angor and Federal Territory Ummo
I'iaison conmittee

Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim who was asked by Dr
Mahat hir to expl ain Muhammad' s application, said the vice-president would
not be involved in matters relating to the suprenme council during this
peri od.

Dr Mahathir al so said Sel angor Menteri Besar-desi gnate Datuk Abu Hassan
Omar, who is a suprenme council nenber, has been appoi nted chai rman of the
Sel angor Umo | i ai son comitt ee.

Deputy Information M nister Datuk Sul ei man Mohanmad has been appoi nt ed
chai rman of the Federal Territory Umo |iaison conmittee. Before their
appoi ntnents, they were deputies in their respective conmmttees.

Dr Mahathir said the party suprene council would not tolerate or protect
those involved in corruption, regardl ess of their positions in the party
or Governnent.

"The party nmust be firmin dealing with those involved in corrupt
practices, irrespective of their status,"” he said, adding that "al
menbers agreed we have to be firmeven if it involved our friends or
whet her they are high or lowranking officials."”

On whether this was an early warning to Umo nenbers as el ecti ons woul d
be held at the divisional |evel next year and the general assenbly in
1999, Dr Mahathir said it applied all the tine.

The party president said Umo would not tolerate corruption at any | evel
in the party and the Government.

"Qur stand is clear. We will not tolerate corrupt people, no natter who
they are," he said.

The suprenme council al so agreed to put up signboards with Quranic verses
and their interpretation on the danger of corruption. The boards will be
put up nationwi de with the co-operation of State Governnents.

He said the suprene council was of the opinion that there was a need to
rem nd Muslins of the teachings of Islam especially their attitude
towards |ife and deat h.

The Prime Mnister said it also decided that |ocal authorities would
enbark on a vision to inprove the lifestyles of Ml aysians, especially in
enhanci ng the | evel of cleanliness.

He said al though Mal aysi a had achi eved a hi gher standard of |iving and
was now a m ddl e-i ncome country, the people's lifestyle was still at the



| evel when it was backward

Local authorities should enhance the | evel of cleanliness in Ml aysia,
he sai d.

Umo vi ce-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, when asked by Dr
Mahathir to el aborate on the matter, said the suprene council had
di scussed at length the issue of cleanliness.

Najib said the Prime Mnister wanted the | evel of cleanliness in public
pl aces such as toilets, stalls and flats to be inproved.

In this respect, Najib, who is al so Education Mnister, said the suprene
council decided to nmake it conpul sory for school children to take part in
keepi ng their school s cl ean

He said the mnistry woul d i ssue gui delines soon to outline the role of
students i n maintaining cleanliness.

This i ncluded col |l ection of rubbish, sweeping, cleaning the floor and
keeping the toilets clean

"W want cleanliness to becone part of Ml aysian culture and way of
life," he said.

Naji b al so announced that the suprenme council had approved the setting
up of an Umo training centre to incul cate awareness of the principles and
obj ectives of the party struggle.

The training will enphasi se values which will make Umo nenbers nore
commtted to the party struggle, he said.
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