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MUSLI M5 CAN CONTRI BUTE PCSI TI VELY TO MANKI ND, SAYS DR M

PETALI NG JAYA, April 25 (Bernama) -- Muslins can be a force to
contribute positively to the devel opnent of mankind in the 21st century,
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said today.

Al'though it may be far-fetched, the scenario was not inpossible, he
said when addressing a synposium entitled "The Islamic Wrld and G obal
Cooperation: Preparing for the 21st Century" here today.

"The 21st century is not relevant to Muslins. Its just a period in tine
but the 21st century will see many changes and Muslins will be a part of
t hese changes whether they like it or not," he said.

Dr Mahathir stressed that it was better for the Mislinms to face the
21st century with their eyes wide open and with a clear vision of what they
wanted to do and the role they wi shed to play.

"And if they chose to play a constructive role while retaining the
faith, their spiritual values and true brotherhood, they will be able to
contribute positively to the devel opnent of mankind," he said.

The three-day synposiumis jointly organised by the Oxford Centre For
Islamic Studies (OCIS) and Institute of Islanic Understanding, Malaysia
(Ikim.

Sonme 150 participants conprising politicians, academ cians, corporate
| eaders, governnent officials and journalists are attending the synposium

In his thought-provoking speech, Dr Mhathir also spoke at length on
what used to be a great Muslim Enpire that dom nated the world.

He said it was natural for the Miuslins to yearn after their past
greatness, enpire and dom nance over the rest of the world.

"But they nust know that inmperialismis a thing of the past. Neither
the Muslimenpire nor the British enpire or any enpire can be resurrected,"
he said.

Al that they could hope to aspire was to boost the devel opnment of
i ndependent Muslim countries to that of devel oped nations in the world, he
sai d.

"This is not an inpossible task," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Muslins could develop their respective countries
w t hout attenpting to cone together as an enpire.

"Their loyalty to their own country should not extend to war agai nst
other Miuslim nations purely due to national anbition," he said.

The Prinme Mnister said Muslim countries could also strengthen the
Organisation of Islamc Conference (OC) and help its menbers in distress.
"They can coordi nate and cooperate anong thensel ves but not building
enpires,"” he said, adding that not a single Miuslimcountry could be

classified as devel oped.

"A nunber of them are very wealthy and endowed with natural resources.
But al nost all are |agging behind in nodern know edge, technological skills
and in nmany instances effective governnment," he added. -- BERNAMVA
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