25/ 06/ 1997
Myanmar has right to join Asean: Mhat hir

Kamarul Yunus in Budapest
BUDAPEST (Hungary) Tues: Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
says Myanmar has the right to join the Associati on of South-East Asian
Nati ons (Asean) and hopes its adm ssion would enable it to understand how
ot her governnents nmanage their countries.

Speaking at a joint press conference after meeting Hungarian Prine
M ni ster Gyula Horn here yesterday, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia adopts a
di fferent approach in tackling i ssues concerni ng Myanmar.

"W have a different philosophy ... | don't believe in immediately
appl yi ng sanctions or trying to force people to behave thensel ves.
"It is not for us to teach people howto run their countries ... W fee

the best way is by having relations and by showing themthat there are
ot her ways of doing things," he added.

He said the idea by sone countries that sanctions would force the people
of Myanmar to toe their line "is not sonething that Ml aysia agrees (to)
or would like to i npose on Myanmar or any ot her countries".

"W think Myanmar has the right to join Asean and when they join the
group, they will understand that there are other ways of running a
country," he said, adding that he believes Myanmar woul d be able to
contribute to Asean.

The US recently inposed econom ¢ sanctions and barred new American
i nvestnents in Myanmar to force the junta to submit to so-called pro-
denocracy novenent in the country. The European Union has inposed
sanctions that bar nmenbers of the military regine in Myanmar from
travel ling to Europe

Asean was seen to have defied the wish for sanctions by the West when
its foreign mnisters |last nonth decided to admt Myanmar, together with
Laos and Canbodi a, into the grouping.
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