14 DEC 1997
Summi t - Myanmar
MYANVAR LEADER TO MEET UN CH EF | N KUALA LUWVPUR

By: E. Sivabal an

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 14 (Bernama) -- Myanmar's military |eader Than Shwe
will be nmeeting United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan at the second
Asean informal sunmmit here, according to a statement from the Myanmar
del egati on.

The one-page statenent said the Myanmar State Peace and Devel opnent
Council chairman will be neeting Annan and several |eaders while here.

Annan is scheduled to arrive tonight for a four-day visit to Ml aysia
and would be attending a gala dinner hosted by Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Moharmed for the |eaders of Asean countries, China, Japan and South Korea
t onor r ow.

Than Shwe arrived yesterday to attend the three-day Asean informal
sunmit beginning tonight and also the first ever Asean infornal gathering
with China, Japan and South Korea taking place tonorrow.

Myanmar joi ned the Southeast Asian grouping earlier this year. Asean
now groups Brunei, |ndonesia, Laos, Ml aysia, Manmar, the Philippines,

Si ngapore, Thailand and Vi et nam

Myanmar has been ostracised by the West which is critical of its human
rights record. Anbng themis the United States which had inmposed econonic
sanctions on Yangon and the European Union which opposes Myannar's
i nclusion, as an Asean nenber and in the second Asia-Europe Meeting in
London next April

The one-page statenent said while here, Than Shwe will "renew personal
contacts and exchange views with other heads of state or government of the
Sout heast Asian countries and China, Japan and South Korea."

He will hold separate neetings with China's President Jiang Zemn,

Si ngapore Prime M nister Goh Chok Tong, Thai Prine M nister Chuan Leekpai,
Vi et nanese Prine Mnister Phan Van Khai and Laotian Prine M nister Khantay
Si pandone to discuss bilateral, regional and other matters of nmutual

i nterest.

The statenent said that Than Shwe's participation in the second Asean
informal summit reaffirmed "the sincere desire of the CGovernnent and people
of Myanmar to work together with fellow Asean nenbers in all activities" of
the regional grouping.

"It also denpbnstrates Myanmar's conmitnent to the common pledge to live
together in peace and harnonny in the famly of nations in Southeast Asia
and in Asia in which the countries in the region conmt thenmselves to work
together in the interest of the whole region," the statenent added. --
BERNANMA
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