27/ 02/ 1997

Myanmar to send back illegal workers
Anita Gabri el
MYANMAR has agreed to repatriate their illegal foreign workers in Ml aysia

once their citizenship is ascertained, said Foreign M nister Datuk
Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi .

Abdul | ah said this was relayed to himby Myanmar deputy Prinme M nister
Maung Maung Khin during an unofficial visit to Malaysia on Tuesday.

He was speaking to reporters after wi tnessing the signing cerenpony
bet ween Mega Mei sa Sdn Bhd and Kazakhstan Governnent for a US$1.3 billion
(Us41 = RMR.49) power plant project in the republic.

Noting the inportance of ascertaining if the illegal inmgrants are
Myanmar citizens, Abdullah nevertheless said it will be difficult as the
rel evant docunents for nobst foreign workers have | ready been destroyed.

However, he added that it is a matter for the relevant authorities to
consi der.

Abdul | ah was asked to coment on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s st atenent urging the Myanmar Governnent to assist Malaysia to
take their illegal foreign workers nunbering sone 8,000 back to Myannar.
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