29/ 05/ 1997

Naj i b: Qur achi evenent anong the world' s best

TAWPI N, Wed. - Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tuk Razak said
Mal aysi ans shoul d be proud that the country with a popul ati on of just over
19 million had nmade a drastic inpact in Asia within the |last few years.

He said under the present |eadership the country had seen trenendous
changes forcing its presence to be felt by others in Asia and the rest of
wor | d.

"Qur achievenents are anong the world's best," he said, adding that the
cornerstone of this is that the country is nulti-racial

Despite this, Najib, who is a Umo vice-president, said the people had
lived in harnmony and hel ped the country devel op beyond the expectations of
nany.

Speaki ng after launching a teacher's activity centre here last night, he
said this was evident fromthe fact that nany foreign i nvestors were
flocking to Malaysia to participate in the boon ng econony.

He said the opportunities offered by the Governnment were plenty and
catered to every need including housing, education and jobs. "Wen | visit
our students abroad, none of themwas ashaned or hesitant to say they are
Mal aysi ans. "

He said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad had al so been
rated as the second nost successful international |eader in Asia by
Asi aweek magazi ne.

This, Najib said, showed that other countries had grown to recogni se the
great noderni sation process the country was going through in recent years.

However, he urged the people to enphasise education in steering the
country to the future

He said various steps taken by the Governnent, |ike the setting up of
the educational fund, showed that education still received top billing.

"Despite the nove towards corporatisation of our local universities, the
Governnent still maintained the fees structure to ensure they were easily

accessible to everyone," he said.

Naji b urged the people to take notice of the various nmeasures taken by
t he Governnent for the nation

He said the people should play a conpl enmentary role and not pl ace
i ndi vi dual interests above those of the country.

"W have cone a | ong way since i ndependence and nust continue to strive
for our national devel oprment,” he said.
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