14 JuL 1997

NAJI B OPENS EDUCATI ON CONVENTI ON

KUALA LUVMPUR, July 14 (Bernamm) -- A two-day convention which wll
di scuss | atest devel opnents and issues in the country's education system
was opened here tonight by Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak.

The convention, which will start tonorrow, would focus its attention on
critical issues that need to be addressed and proposals to enhance the
country's education systemvis-a-vis the rapid technol ogi cal advancenent
wor | dwi de.

Sone 300 educationists would attend the convention organi sed by the
Mal aysi a Associ ation for Education.

In his speech, Najib said though some groups regarded the sweeping
changes introduced by his mnistry as too fast, they were planned and
i mpl enmented systematically to suit the country's requirenents.

He said the country's educati on system nust | eap-frog due to the tine
constraints to realise objectives of Vision 2020 to turn Malaysia into a
devel oped country.

He said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad' s Vi sion 2020
would only be a reality with the education system upgraded in tandem with
the | atest devel opnents. -- BERNAMA
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