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Nati onal pride comes to the fore
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"WE M SS you," a group of Ml aysian students told Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad at the grounds of Warwi ck University as he was
moving fromone faculty to another to see for hinself the research being
undertaken there. Wth caneras in hand they stopped Dr Mahathir to take a
group photo.

Mal aysi an students overseas are no | onger inhibited from expressing
their feelings or speaking their mnd and |i ke other Ml aysi ans abroad, be
t hey busi nessnen or otherw se, are proud to be Ml aysians. The fact that
Mal aysia i s increasingly better known, has nmeant that Ml aysians are
better able and willing to articul ate governnent policies and the state of
affairs in the country.

The national pride cones to the fore and is clearly denpnstrated by
t hose acconmpanying the Prime M nister abroad as well as the overseas
st udent s.

I n Khazakstan and Krygyzstan for exanpl e, Mal aysi an busi nessnen
entrepreneurs and ot her Mal aysians in the del egation, sang the Nationa
Ant hem when it was pl ayed.

On his overseas trips, the Prime Mnister is constantly nobbed by
students and ot her Mal aysi ans. Bei ng stopped by Ml aysi an students abroad,
Mal aysi an busi nessnmen and even by journalists to have their photos taken
with the Prine Mnister is becom ng increasingly common these days.

In addition students al so seek himout for his autograph and to shake
hi s hand and to sal am

On his nost recent trip to London to pronote the Miltinmedi a Super
Corridor (MSC) Dr Mahathir had to nake several "unschedul ed photo stops"
at Inperial College, Warwi ck University and St Mary's Hospital to talk to
Mal aysi an students and to oblige them by posing for photographs with them

Despite his hectic schedule, the Prime Mnister does not di sappoint
students. He makes it a point to talk to themand patiently answers their
questions, no matter how nmany tinmes he has been asked the same question by
student s over seas.

When asked, on one of his recent trip, whether he was tired of answering
the sane question over the years from Mal aysi an students abroad, Dr
Mahat hir replied "No"

He reasoned that even though the question may be the same, those posing
t he question each tinme were different individuals and the audi ence was a
di fferent group

The question nost often posed used to be what the Governnment was doi ng
about insufficient scholarship funds. In the m d-1980s when the country
was faced with an economic recession and in the early 1980s when the
unenpl oynent rate was high the main questions were related to enpl oynent
on returning hone.

However this is changing and changing for the better. The questions
bei ng posed these days are of a wider nature and related to policy issues,
devel opnents in the country - political, econonic and social - and are not
sel f-centred or about insufficient funds for schol arshi ps.

I ncreasingly they are concerned about is what is happening at hone. At
Warwi ck for exanple they wanted to know what is being done to prepare the
country to face conpetition as a financial centre in the 21st century;
saf eguardi ng the environnent; whether recession is inevitable as sone
reports suggest that the country is "over heating"” due to rapid



devel oprent; erosion of norality and the culture and Mal aysia as a
spokesman for the Third Wrl d;

Dr Mahathir noted that even the crowd is nore representative of al
Mal aysi an races rather than conprising just one race.

Li ke a father advising his children Dr Mahathir urged themto study
hard, whether they were on government schol arshi ps or whether they were
financed by their parents.

He told themthat noney is not everything as he hinmself found out. "But
what gives nme the greatest satisfaction is to see the country grow ng,
devel opi ng and sl ow y being recogni sed as a player in a nunber of areas."”

The students, he said, should have a sense of pride in the quality of
their own work. They should strive to be the best in whatever they
undert ook and did. "Today Ml aysi ans can stand tall anbng others, and that
is inportant,” Dr Mahathir told the students in Warw ck University | ast
week.

Addressing a group of students who were clearly born after |ndependence,
the Prime Mnister told them"As a colony we were | ooked down upon. Today
the satisfaction is that we can run our own country and do a better job at
it.

"Today we do not feel so inferior because of the progress that has been
made. W have shown that we can do a better job and that we can admi nister
our own country better."

He urged the students to "return hone after conpleting your studies
...even if you get married...cone back to serve the country and contri bute
to its devel opnent"”.

Wth Vision 2020 the Governnent has set the stage for the country to
achi eve devel oped nation status in "our own nmoul d'. The process has been
started, Dr Mahatahir told the students adding, "It is for you to conplete
it...

"You are being prepared to assist us in areas for which you are being
trained. Wiile here do not waste tine," Dr Mahatahir said. "As a
devel opi ng country we cannot afford to waste tine and nobney. You are here
to study and | hope you study and study very hard."

He told the students that "l earning does not stop or end" adding, "I
have cone here to learn ... and it was an education. And | will be better
able to see what we can do with our industries. And you are fortunate to
be studying here".

Before neeting the students in the packed Arts Theatre, the Prine
M ni ster had been given a briefing and a tour of the Warwi ck University
and the work that was bei ng undertaken by the Warw ck Manufacturing G oup.

The Warw ck Manufacturing G oup, founded in 1990, is a partnership
between the university and the industrial sector with enphasis on joint
research between the academ a and manuf acturers.

Mal aysi an students overseas are al so begi nning to organi se thensel ves
better in their effort to put Mal aysia on the map. They organi se Mal aysi an
cultural events, not only to co-incide with National Day cel ebrations or
Hari Raya.

A group of students at the George Washi ngton University in Washi ngton DC
| ast year, for exanple, organised a Mal aysian evening - with Ml aysian
food and cultural dances and "sold the country" to their fellow students,
| ecturers and visitors to the University.

In their own way they have hel ped put Ml aysia on the world map and
acted as responsi bl e Mal aysi an citizens.

But their work does not end there. They nust, in the words of the Prine
M nister, "return hone to assist and contribute in its further
devel oprent ".

( END)
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