06/ 02/ 1997
Nati onal service for school |eavers nay be introduced

Kamarul Yunus; Adeline Ong

THE Governnent may introduce a national service programre for school
| eavers as a nmeans to counter the country's grow ng probl em of soci al
ills, particularly anong the Miuslimcomunity.

The i dea of having such a programe was brought up during a speci al
di al ogue on social ills anong Muslins with Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad and Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |Ibrahimin
Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

"Thi s suggestion was brought up by sonme of the participants who said the
country shoul d have some formof national service to eradicate the social
ills.

"The Government will consider it," Dr Mahathir told reporters after the
neet i ng.

He was asked whet her the Government plans to inplenent a nationa
service progranme due to the alarm ng social problens faced by the Miuslim
community in the country.

Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Abdul Ham d O hman
said the Governnent has yet to determ ne whether the national service wll
involve strictly nmilitary training.

"The national service will not necessary be related to the nilitary
service... it can be outbound schools and other recreational activities.

"W have al so yet to deci de whet her to nake the programe conpul sory but
the inmportant thing is to ensure that everybody is involved init," he
sai d.

It is ainmed at exposing the school |eavers to healthy activities while
they wait to join the workforce, he added.

Asked about the integrated canpaign | aunched by the Prinme Mnister to
tackl e soci al issues, Abdul Ham d said the Government feels that it is
necessary because of |ate the situation has worsened.

Al t hough the canpaign itself is not new, it is the first such integrated
approach to the problemand involves all mnistries and gover nnent
agenci es, he said.

Cover nnent departments have for years been organising their own
programres through their respective religious units.

The progress of the canpaign and other simlar efforts will be nonitored
by the Cabinet Committee on Social Ills which is headed by Anwar.

"Since the Prime Mnister hinself wanted to attend the neeting, we
decided to have all mnistries, governnment agenci es and departmnents gather
for a special neeting to look at issues related to the social ills," he
sai d, adding that the Governnent has agreed in principle to allocate funds
for the canpaign.
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