06/ 02/ 1997
Nati onal service for youths likely

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Ranml an Said

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - The Governnent may consider introduci ng nationa
service for youths who | eave school as one of the nmeans of character
building, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d, adding that
its formhas not yet been determ ned.

"This is something for the Governnment to consider,” Dr Mahathir told
reporters after attending a special neeting with representatives of
Federal and State agencies involved in religious activities at Pusat |slam
t oday.

He al so said a nati onwi de canpai gn to conbat the spread of socia
probl ens anong Muslins had been | aunched with resources pool ed from al
relevant mnistries as well as departnents and agenci es.

The Prime M nister said the canpaign was to identify and find possible
solutions to the increasing problens affecting Miusli myouths.

Later, when el aborating on the proposed national service, Mnister in
the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid O hman said youths
who | eave school m ght be required to undergo specific programres.

"It does not have to be mlitary, but sonething |ike sumer canps or
character-buil ding courses. The Governnment will deci de whether to make it
conpul sory. "

Asked to el aborate on religious studies in schools, Dr Mahathir said
there coul d be weaknesses in the content of religious education in
school s.

This, he said should be |ooked into as it might be anbng the
contributory factors to the increasing social problens anong Miuslins
yout hs.

Asked whet her the social problens nmeant that the country's religious
education was a failure, Dr Mahathir said:

"It is not a failure of the systembut it may be a failure of the
contents. Wiat are we actually teaching? Is it sufficient if we only teach
the students howto pray?

"W have to actually teach themhowto | ead a good lifestyle and
mai ntai n good soci al behaviour. It (the religious education) should be
ai med at shapi ng good character."

Dr Mahathir said there was a need to review the religious education as
there were many who could not pray or even recite the Syahadah.

However, Dr Mahat hir said the task of devel opi ng good character should
not be left to religious teachers al one but should invol ve every menber of
t he society.

"I'n fact, all of us should be involved in solving the social problens.
We shoul d not say that we do not have the power to solve such problens and
shoul d therefore leave it to those with power.

"This is not true because all of us have power, including the nmedia who
have power to ensure that information dissenminated is correct and suitable
so that the youths could grow up to becone better people," he said.

( END)
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