17 FEB 1997
Wildlife
NATI ONAL W LDLI FE CONSERVATI ON POLI CY NEEDED, SAYS SAM

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 17 (Bernama) -- Environnmental group Sahabat Al am
Mal aysia (SAM) today called for a national wildlife conservation policy to
be put in place to prevent the further loss of the country's wildlife.

Its president, S.M Mhamrad Idris, said the Protection of Wldlife Act
1972 nust be strengthened to protect and permanently preserve existing
wildlife habitats and protected areas.

"Currently, there is no provision in the Act to enpower the authorities
to prevent the conversion of wildlife habitats into areas for devel opnent
and agriculture," he said in a statenent.

Yesterday, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad said states
shoul d strike a bal ance between devel opnent and the protection of wildlife.

"What appears to be happening is that this balance is tilted in favour
of devel opnent as can be read in newspaper reports concerning the issue,”
sai d Mohanmad ldris.

Even though SAM had no objection to the concept, he said, the
fundanental question to be asked was whether devel opnent projects
i mpl enented on | and which had been taken away benefited the people or the
few private devel opers.

Wrld Wde Fund for Nature (WAF) Ml aysia executive director Datuk Dr
M kaai | Kavanagh Abdullah said the organisation supported Dr Mhathir's
call.

"Up to now, wildlife conservation has usually taken a back seat and not
received the attention that it deserves,"” he said. -- BERNAMA
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