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NCWD S PROPOSAL FOR AN | NDEPENDENT BODY TO MONI TOR | SLAM C FAM LY LAW

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 5 (Bernamm) -- The setting up of an independent body
in every state to nonitor matters relating to Islamic famly law and to
assist victimsed fam|ly nenbers is anong proposals to be subnitted to the
Prime Mnister.

The National Council of Wnen's O ganisations (NCWD), which subnitted a
menor andum on pol ygany to Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad on Dec 11, has
come up with another nmenorandum containing 11 proposals for consideration
of the governnment to overcone injustices and weaknesses of the Islamc
famly law in the country.

The Mermorandum on Reform of the Islanmic Fanily Laws and the
Admi ni stration of Justice in the Syariah system of Ml aysia stated that the
body would be entrusted to supervise fam |y courses organised by religious
authorities so that they gave a true and correct picture on the rights and
responsibilties of men and wonmen in a famly.

The NOWO said the explanation in the menorandumrelating to the need
for such a body stated that it is due to the tendency of judges of Syariah
courts and staff of religious departnents to adopt a negative attitude
t owards wonen faci ng donestic problens.

"There still exist an attitude that wonmen were the cause of donestic
problenms and they are denied rights conpared with the nmen," said the
representative of the Wwnen Lawers Association, Noor Farida Ariffin, at a
wor kshop organised by the NOAD relating to refornms of Islamic famly |aw
and its inplementation and administration here yesterday.

The workshop confirned the contents of the menorandum as well as made
several additional proposals to the draft prepared by the Wrnmen Lawyers
Associ ation and a wonen's organi sation, Sisters In Islam

According to Sisters In Islam president Salbiah Ahmad, the workshop
provided a forum for Miuslim wonen to discuss problens of Islanmic famly |aw
and served as a platform for wonen to voice their views on donestic issues
i ke pol yganmy and divorces as well as related | aws.

O her proposals in the nmenorandum i ncluded the standardisation of
Islamic family laws in every state to overcone the differences that exist
now especially relating to polygany and divorces besides proposals that the
curriculum of pre-marriage courses be revi ewed by enphasi sing on the
responsibilities of both husbands and wi ves.

There was also a proposal to set up a conputerised registration system
to gather information on the status of married Muslimnen in the country
and the setting up of Federal Syariah Bar as a body to represent and
supervi se Syariah | awers.

O her proposals include the appointnment of wonen as judges in Syariah
courts and the upgrading of the structure and adm nistration of Syariah
courts. -- BERNAMA
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