19/ 12/ 1997
NCCI M fully supports smart partnership, Ml aysia Inc

Kang Si ew Li

THE Nati onal Chanber of Commerce and I ndustry of Malaysia (NCCIM has
given an undertaking that it will continue to support Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad's concepts of smart partnership and Malaysia I nc
regardl ess of the prevailing econom c probl ens.

NCCl M president Tan Sri Tajudin Ramli said the problens faced by
countries in the region in recent nonths have | ent weight to the concept
of mutual cooperation and enrichment advocated by Dr Mahathir to avoid
such situations.

"The concept of smart partnership with nutual enrichnment as the key
principle is the basis of Malaysia Inc. W are now nore convinced that
Mal aysia Inc, with the mutual enrichment principle behind it, is the only
way for us," he said at NCCIM s annual dinner in Kuala Lunpur |ast night
whi ch was attended by Dr Mahathir.

"This is the way for us in Ml aysia, our neighbours and tradi ng partners
as prosper thy neighbour' will ensure continued prosperity for all."

Mal aysi ans, Tajudin said, have enjoyed the benefits of Dr Mahathir's
i deas and "our nei ghbours and trading partners fromthe | ess devel oped
countries are beginning to enjoy the benefit of smart partnership and
prosper thy nei ghbour phil osophy."

Tajudin, who is also chairnman of Malaysia Airlines, said businessnen
have al ways focused on economic criteria such as gross donestic product
growth, inflation rate and other related indicators in determ ning the
heal th of the country.

"W have taken for granted many other elenments such as political
stability, social cohesion, education and many ot her non-quantifiabl e
factors which are equally inportant to determ ne the health of a society
or a country."

During the dinner, Dr Mahathir |aunched the Chanber's Ml aysia Trade X-
Change On The Net, which is an Internet website on the Ml aysi an busi ness
community and a central database of |ocal conpanies.

He al so gave away prizes for the Malaysia Inc Golf Tournanment, which was
won by the public sector. Team captain Datuk Abdul Aziz Isnmail, senior
private secretary to the Prime Mnister, received the prizes on behalf of
the public sector team

Chief Secretary to the Governnment Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli presented a
RMLOO, 000 cheque to the Prine Mnister's wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah
Mohd Al'i, for the association of wives of mnisters and deputy mnisters
(Bakti).

Dr Siti Hasnmah is the president of the association.
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