27 NOV 1997
Musa - NEAC
NEAC MUST OFFER COVPREHENSI VE PACKAGE, SAYS MJSA

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 27 (Bernama) -- Forner Deputy Prine Mnister Tan Sri
Musa Hitam hopes the proposed National Economic Action Council (NEAC) will
take a good hard | ook at the problens Malaysia is facing now and cone up
wi th a conprehensi ve package to overcone them

"What is not (rpt not) needed is what | call +nibbling+ or the offering
of solutions in bits and pieces ... they are not only bad in terns of
(wanting to restore) confidence to the people and the business comunity
but are also confusing," he said.

"So | hope the formation of this council would really give this
conpr ehensi ve package -- that this is the problem this is the way to
overcone it, this is what the governnment is going to do."

Musa was speaking to reporters after opening the Asean Congress on
Medi a Laws and Policies at a hotel here today.

The formation of the NEAC was announced by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Moharmad after a special neeting of the UVNO Suprene Council on Nov
20 and it was endorsed by the Barisan Nasional Suprenme Council the
foll owi ng day.

According to Dr Mahathir, the council, which is to be set up next
mont h, woul d be given powers by the Cabinet to nake decisions pertaining to
the national econony but would still have to report to the Cabinet from
time to tinme.

Musa, who is the Special Envoy of the Prime Mnister to the
Commonweal th M nisterial Action Goup and the Leader of the Ml aysian
Del egation to the United Nations Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion, said he believed
that a conprehensi ve package to overcone problens could go a |ong way.

"Statements don't help, | amsorry to say, even statenents by a very
i nfluential personality don't seemto help, sinply because the business
conmunity and indeed the Mal aysi an popul ation, who have any interest
what soever in the business going on in the country, are hard-nosed people
now and they are dealing with their npney.

"What ever you say, they know the situation and they are very cautious
because once beaten tw ce shy," Misa said.

He said that personalities who were in a position to offer very
obj ective and constructive fornmulas to help overcone the econoni c problens
should be invited to serve on the NEAC

"I am not talking about nyself ... | amnot interested ... don't say
that Musa is trying to pronote hinself. But there are lots of talent
out si de, those who have nothing to lose or to gain, who could sit on it and
gi ve proper advice," he said.

Misa said the formation of the NEAC was an indication that the
government was trying to reduce what he terned as the "denial factor."

He said the "denial factor"”, which he explained as "continuously
denying that sonmething is wong with us and that we are the ones that
caused it" had been too high in Southeast Asia.

Misa al so hoped that the government's action in tackling the economc
problems would be in accordance with the popul ar Mal aysi an and Asian notion
that the interests of the community nust cone before the interests of
i ndi vi dual s.

Asked for his views on the attack by the Western nmedia on Dr Mahathir
lately, Miusa said criticisns of national |eaders by the media were nothing
new and Ml aysi ans should not pay too nuch attention or be obsessed with



t hem

What Mal aysia could do was to concentrate on its weaknesses and try to
put themright, thus giving the Western nmedia |less points to criticise the
country, he said. -- BERNAMA
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