29/ 04/ 1997

Necessity of nanme tags for students to be | ooked into

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Education Mnistry will neet with the Sel angor
Education Departnment to discuss the departnent’'s recent decision to nake
nanme tags conpul sory for school chil dren.

M ni ster Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said today the nministry did not know
the reason for the decision as it originated fromthe State Education
Depart nent.

The departnent had issued a circular dated April 3 to all primary and
secondary schools in the State nmaking the use of nane tags conpul sory "to
overcone the various probl ens of students".

According to a Malay Mail report, the circular, signed by departnent
di rector Zainul Abidin Awang, had provoked an outcry from parents who
questioned its efficacy and necessity and criticised the | ack of
uniformity inits inplenentation.

Naji b said he did not know whether the nanme tags were truly necessary to
conbat social ills anbng students.

He al so did not know the nane of the private conpany to be awarded the
contract.

"I cannot answer these questions until we neet with the departnent and
get an explanation," he said, although he did not nane a tinme for the
meet i ng.

He told reporters this after witnessing the passing over of duties from
retiring Education director-general Tan Sri Wan Zahid Noordin to his
successor, the current deputy director-general Datuk Matnor Daimat the
m ni stry today.

Among t hose present to express their gratitude for Wan Zahid's
contributions and to wish himwell were | eaders fromteachers
organi sati ons nati onwi de as well as a student from Sekol ah Rendah
Kebangsaan (C) Tsun Jin in Kanpung Pandan.

Naji b said he woul d discuss with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad on how Wan Zahi d coul d continue contributing to the education
field.

He added that Wan Zahid woul d remain as president of teachers' welfare
organi sati on Yayasan Guru Bhd.

Wan Zahi d's successor Mat nor was described by the teachers
organi sations officials as a highly approachabl e and down-to-earth | eader
who would remain in touch with grassroots-I|evel issues.

Mat nor, who was born in Sibu, Sarawak has served the mnistry for 37
years in various capacities including in teaching and adm nistrative
posts, as well as Deputy Director and, later, Director of the Sarawak
Educat i on Depart nent.

He was appoi nted Education Deputy Director-CGeneral |l in May 1993 and
Deputy Director-General | in Decenber of that year, before beconi ng Deputy
Di rector-Ceneral (Schools) in Novenmber 1995.
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