09/ 01/ 1997
Need for G 7, G 15 dial ogue nechanism Dr Mtells Hashi noto

K. P. Varan

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
enphasi sed the need to establish a di al ogue nmechani sm between G 7 and G 15
to ensure the interests of devel oping countries are taken into account in
deci si ons made by industrialised nations.

Dr Mahathir, during his bilateral discussions with visiting Japanese
Prime M nister Ryutaro Hashi noto, urged Japan to convey to other G7
menbers the need for the mechanismso that the interests of devel opi ng
nati ons were saf eguarded.

Foreign Mnistry secretary-general Datuk Abdul Kadir Mhanad, who
briefed reporters after the neeting which was foll owed by discussions
between the two del egations, said Dr Mahathir pointed out that G7
countries often nmade deci sions based on their respective interests wthout
consi dering the views of devel opi ng countri es.

The G 7 groups the United States, Japan, Canada, Britain, France,
Germany and lItaly - while the G 15 conpri ses Mal aysi a, | ndonesia, India,
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Janaica, Peru, Venezuela, Al geria, N geria,

Zi mbabwe, Mexico, Senegal and Egypt.

Abdul Kadir said Dr Mahathir cited the exanple of efforts by the G7
countries to strengthen the yen which raised the debt |evel of devel opi ng
nations, including that of Malaysia's yen loans, by 2 1/2 tinmes at one
peri od of tine.

"Dr Mahathir said the appreciation of the yen had caused borrow ngs in
the Japanese currency to rise, thus affecting the bal ance of paynent of
many countries, including Malaysia," he said, adding that he was confident
Hashi not o woul d convey Mal aysia's request to other G 7 nenbers.

On Japan's proposal to hold regul ar neetings between Japan and t he Asean
heads of governnent, Abdul Kadir said a decision would be made after
Mal aysi a had consul t ed ot her Asean nenbers.

"W do not want to give a unilateral reply since the proposal involves
all Asean countries,” he said.

Abdul Kadir said the two | eaders exchanged views on regional security
and added that Hashi noto wanted Dr Mahathir's views on China.

"Dr Mahathir said he believed the policy of friendship was better than
contai nment especially since there was nothing to stop China from being
prosperous and powerful ".

He said the issue of Myanmar was al so rai sed and Dr Mahat hir had
expl ai ned the Asean founding fathers' concept of having all 10 Sout heast
Asi an nations under the Asean unbrella.

Abdul Kadir al so said Hashi noto supported the concept of Asean 10 but
added that sonme quarters in Japan had voiced concern over the rel ations
bet ween the Myanmar State Law and Order Restoration Council and Aung San
Suu Kyi and of possible human rights violations there.

He said that although the East Asia Economi c Caucus was not di scussed
specifically, both | eaders agreed there was a need for East Asian
countries to exchange views on issues that affected them

"Dr Mahathir also told Hashinoto that he appreci ated the Japanese
| eader's visit especially when the Tupac Amaru Revol uti onary Movenent has
sei zed the official residence of Japanese anbassador to Peru."

( END)
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