11/ 08/ 1997

Need for civic consciousness

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The public should nmake cleanliness a part of their
culture and attitude and not wait for periodic rem nders and criticisns
bef ore adopti ng such habit.

Sel angor State Local Authorities, Urbanisation and Squatters Conmittee
chai rman Dat uk Fuad Hassan said nerely relying on enforcenment woul d not be
effective in curbing littering.

"There should be an internal awareness of the need to ensure cleanliness
and we shoul d make cl eanliness a part of our culture,” he said at the
| aunch of the Selayang Municipal Council cleanliness and anti-dengue
canpai gn at Taman Sel aseh 2 pl ayground i n Gonbak.

He said the people should not wait for criticisns fromleaders |ike
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who had hit out at the
public for littering.

Fuad said the people should follow the Japanese and Koreans who had
acquired the habit of not littering in public even if there were no
enforcenment officers to nonitor their acts.

Speaking to reporters later, Fuad said that cleanliness programes such
as the one hel d today woul d hel p encourage society to change its attitude.
Fuad said that simlar cleanliness canpai gns should be organi sed at al
| evel s especially anong the younger generation as it would be very
ef fective. He added that such canpai gns shoul d be hel d periodically.

He al so | anented that there was not enough garbage bins al though the
anount of rubbish had drastically increased over the years.

Fuad said there was a need to enphasise on cleanliness with the State's
rate of popul ation growth, the rising nunber of squatters as well as
| onghouses and areas where devel opnent was unpl anned.
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