05 MAY 1997
Mahat hi r- Part nership
M SI A CALLS FOR THI RD WORLD SMART PARTNERSH P

GABORONE (BOTSWANA), May 5 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has called on devel oping countries to froma smart
partnership to create a united front to face the chall enge of
gl obal i sati on.

Dr Mahathir, often described as the spokesma for devel opi ng nations,
said by exchangi ng experiences in econom c managenent, they could learn to
do what was right and avoid the m stakes they m ght have nmade.

"The only way that the weak can face any challenge is to present a
united front, better still to forma smart partnership,”" he said addressing
the First Southern Africa International Dialogue in Kasane, a retreat about
600km or an hour's flight fromthis capital of Botswana.

The three-day neeting, focusing on "Smart Partnership: Meeting the
Chal | enges of dobalisation", is the second international dialogue to take
off after the inaugural 1995 Langkawi |International Dialogue. The first was
| ast year's Barbados International Dialogue for Small Nation States.

The Kasane dialogue is being attended by several |eaders of southern
African nations, including Botswana president Sir Ketumle Masire and his
Mal awi counterpart Dr Bakili Ml uzi.

Dr Mahathir said by sharing whatever little assets they have,
devel oping nations could consolidate their strength.

"We live in an international jungle. There is no law and order in
international relations. There is very little justice. The high and the
m ghty rules. The weak and the poor just have to lunmp it," he said.

Dr Mahathir said with all these "threats and obstructive actions"”,
devel opi ng countries nust now face the challenge of globalisation which, he
sai d, has becone the catchword of a new religion.

But he asked if the developing nations were in a state to face the
chal | enge.

"Quite obviously not. But no one is going to wait for us to get ready
for the chall enge.

"So whether we like it or not, we have to face the challenge," said Dr
Mahat hi r.

Dr Mahathir also asked if the devel oping nations were truly independent
because according to him although direct occupation and political control
has ended, it has been replaced by nmuch nore insidious forns of
col oni al i sati on.

"Qur politics, economny, social and behavioural systens are all still
under the control, directly or indirectly, of the old colonial nasters and
the great powers," he said.

Dr Mahathir stressed that the devel oping nations'struggle for
i ndependence was far from over.

Calling the Group of Seven industrialised countries as "snooty", Dr
Mahathir said they (the United States, Britain, Canada, France, Japan,
Italy and Germany would not condescend to talk with people outside their
club except with Russia.

Expressing regret that the G7 have totally ignored the devel opi ng
countries, Dr Mahathir said: "They refuse to talk to the chairman of the
Non- Al i gned Movement (NAM and to the G oup of 15 devel oping countries or
their representatives."

The Prinme Mnister said regional organisations too could form snart
partnership so that "when faced with damagi ng proposals from the devel oped



North, the regional organisation can take a comon stand".

"This we did at the Wrld Trade Organisation (WO neeting in Singapore
(last year). And we prevailed,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said snmart partnership could take place between the
government, private sector and trade unions as in the case of Ml aysia.

He however warned that smart partnership was just one elenent in the
formula for success.

"Systenms and formul ae by thensel ves cannot guarantee success. This is
because other elements play a role and can effect the success or otherw se
of a formula or system" he said.

He added smart partnership al so depended on the environnent, "not the
trees and forests but the political and economc environnent within the
country and without, the culture and the value system of the people, and a
ot of other minor elenents". -- BERNAMVA
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