19/ 08/ 1997
New anti-litterbug law Iikely next year

A. Hafiz Yatim

MALACCA, Mon. - The proposed | aw on solid waste managenent which

i ncor porates punishnent for litterbugs to do conpul sory conmmunity service
is expected to be inplenmented next year, Housing and Local Governnent

M ni ster Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh said today.

He said the Solid Waste Managenment Bill was being drafted by the
Econom c Planning Unit and the mnistry. The mnistry is also getting the
required views fromthe four consortiuns dealing with the privatisation of
sol id waste nanagemnent.

"After this, it will be brought to the Cabinet for approval and | ater
introduced in Parlianent. The mnistry is confident that the Bill wll be
passed and will be fully inplenented by next year."

Ting said this after handing over a Federal Government grant anounting
to RML. 71 million to the three |local councils of Al or Gajah, Jasin and
Mel aka Tengah.

Al so present were State Housing and Local Governnent Conmittee chairnan
Dat uk Mo' min Abdul Aziz and State Heal th, Manpower and Consuner Affairs
Conmittee chai rman Datuk Wra Gan Boon Leong.

Ting said the existing laws fining offenders up to RML, 000 nay not deter
them and they m ght continue dunping their rubbish in the early hours of
t he nor ni ng.

Ting said punishing the offenders to do conmunity service had been very
successful in a neighbouring country and this was why t he Gover nnent
decided to inplenment it here.

"The of fender may be required to wear a uniformand pick up the rubbish
in public. It is hoped that this public humliation will be a better
deterrent for the people.”

Commenti ng on the progress of a nationw de nove to punish litterbugs
after criticismvoiced by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad on
Aug 3, Ting said people were nore aware of the need to throw rubbish in
bi ns.

"However, that should not be the case as the people should not only
react after the criticisnms nade by Dr Mahathir."

The M nister said the cleanliness canpai gn should not be treated as a
fad or a trend like the Mal ay proverb hangat-hangat tahi ayam Sone form
of mechani smwoul d be set up by the mnistry to continue with the
progranmme, Ting said.

Cl eanliness, he said should be nade a culture of all Ml aysians and it
nmust be the responsibility of all
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