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NEW CH EF PLEDGES TO UPGRADE | N- PRI SON | NDUSTRI ES

KAJANG Dec 30 (Bernamm) -- The new Prisons director-general Onmar
Moharmed Dan said he is preparing a proposal paper on upgradi ng prison-based
i ndustries to help jails be self-financing and | ess dependent on gover nnment
funds.

He woul d, anong other things, propose for the appointnment of marketing
officers from anmong prison staff to pronote products nade by inmates
nation-wide to the public.

The paper woul d al so spell out the Prisons Departnent's further
cost-cutting neasures, Orar told reporters after formally taking over the
post from out-going director-general Datuk Zaman Khan who retires tonorrow.

Omar said the departnment would foster closer rapport with the private
sector to nodernise prison-based industries including buying new machi nes
and introducing the latest approach in skills training

Presently, inmates have been churning out products such as furniture
handi crafts, clothings and carpets for sale to the public.

"Prison-based industries involving 35 jails nation-w de saw a turnover
of RMA.5 mllion in 1996 conpared with only RM3 million in the previous
year," Omar said.

The governnent gets 50 per cent of the incone from prison-based
i ndustries, the inmtes 40 per cent and the renmi nder goes to a welfare
trust fund for prison staff and inmates.

Omar's pronotion from deputy director-general to director-general was
historic in that the post was once again held by a prison officer after
ei ght years.

Zaman Khan, a police top brass has held the post since February 1994
succeedi ng another senior police officer Datuk Yassin Jaafar who was
prisons director-general from Feb 7 1989

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who is al so Hone
M ni ster, had then seconded Yassin following a series of jailbreaks,
all eged drug trafficking rings anmong warders and cases of special treatnent
for certain inmates.-- BERNAVA
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