06 MAR 1997
NEW DRB- H COM CHAI RVAN PLEDGES TO CONTI NUE YAHAYA AHVAD S LEGACY

By: Jeffri Mhd Rafiee & Yati Ml Yassin

SHAH ALAM March 6 (Bernanma) -- The new y-appoi nted chai rman of the
DRB- H com group, Datuk Mohd Sal eh Sul ong, today pledged to continue the
|ate Tan Sri Yahaya Ahnad's | egacy.

"We have to continue the legacy of Tan Sri Yahaya, what he has built
and what he has worked hard for. So, we have to ensure and preserve this
DRB- H com group,” he told a press conference here announcing his
appoi ntnent to replace Yahaya who died in a helicopter crash on Mnday.

"We will carry on this legacy. What will happen to this child who is
hardly one year old, netaphorically speaking," he added in reference to the
DRB- H com Group which energed early |ast year.

The DRB- H com group, which was built together by Yahaya and Mohd Sal eh,
has becone the |eading transport conglonmerate in the country within a short
time span. It now comands 60 percent of Malaysia's autompbile industry in
every segment following the governnent's divestnment of 32 a percent equity
interest in Hi comHoldings Bhd in |ate 1995.

Mohd Sal eh said Yahaya left behind a | egacy of very high standards,
sel fl ess dedication and unremtting pursuit of corporate and
entrepreneurial excellence

Yahaya's | eadership, drive and clarity of purpose deeply inspired the
best in his colleagues and subordinates and the respect he earned both at
hone and internationally, Saleh said.

"This will indeed be a difficult act to follow, " he said.

Mohd Saleh is the close colleague and business partner of Yahaya when
they started up the group in the early 1980s through the Master-Carri age
group which currently holds private conpanies of both of them

Bot h Yahaya and Sal eh had a uni que working rel ati onship and both of
t hem went through the tough recession of the nid-80s. They went into full
gear and culmnated in the energence of the DRB-H com group in the |ate
1995.

"Personally, all of us suffer fromthe tragic loss of Tan Sri Yahaya
Nevert hel ess, the business of the group has to continue, will have to go
on," Mhd Sal eh said.

He said any good and wel | - managed organi sation or country nust be
prepared with its line of succession

Mohd Sal eh was appoi nted chai rman of Diversified Resources Bhd, Gadek
(Mal aysia) Bhd, Gadek Capital Bhd and Kedah Cenent Hol di ngs Bhd besides his
appoi ntnent as president and chairman of H com Hol di ngs Bhd

The prine mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad, had al so given his
bl essi ngs and endorsenent for Saleh to be chairman of Perusahaan O onpbi
Nasi onal Bhd (Proton) and Edaran O onobil Nasional Bhd (EON) as well.

Mohd Sal eh, who had a neeting with Dr Mahathir this afternoon, said the
latter had confirmed that the governnment would continue to fully support
the DRB-H com group in the interest of the country. (Kerajaan akan terus
menbantu and nenberi sokongan sepenuhnya kepada pi hak DRB- H com group deni
kepenti ngan negara)

"I appreciate the value the assurance of governnmental support to the
group's enterprises by the |leadership of the country,” he added

Mohd Sal eh also said that in assum ng the chairmanship of the group, he
woul d be guided by and conscious of the vision and directions set by
Yahaya.

He said,"l am happy to say that these visions and directions are not



alien to me as over the years during ny lengthy association with him | had
the benefit of consultations, discussions and counselling with him

"l mght even add that sone of the ideas and programes bei ng
i mpl enented by the group were the result of these intimate discussion and
consul tion between the two of us.

"I treasure this kinship that | had with himas it had fornmed the
foundation of the continuity of vision and mission for us in undertaking
the tasks and responsibility."

He said the organisational structure, systenms and processes |aid down
by Yahaya were well prepared and capable of neeting future chall enges

In a show of unequivocal support by the group's 36,000 workforce in
Mohd Sal eh to continue the vision and corporate goals of the group, alnost
all the chief executive officers of the group were present at the
conference. -- BERNAVA
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