04/ 04/ 1997
New | aws nove to curb abortions

El i zabet h John
KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Health Mnistry can only act against illega
abortions based on conmplaints as it has |imted powers under the | aw

Heal th M ni ster Datuk Chua Jui Meng said the mnistry' s enforcenment unit
was ineffective in dealing with this problem

"W will seek nore powers under future |egislations,
speci fying the new | egi sl ati ons.

He was asked to comment on the findings of a 1994-1996 study by the
Nati onal Popul ati on and Famni |y Devel opment Board whi ch reveal ed that one
in four girls aged between 13 and 18 years old had sex or are sexually
active.

Many of them ended up bei ng pregnant and had undergone aborti ons.

Chua was speaking to reporters after the launch of the First Asian
I nt ernati onal Congress on Enmergency Medicine 97 by Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad at the Putra Trade World Centre.

Doctors are disallowed to performabortions unless the pregnancy causes
heal th probl ens to the nother

"(They) are required to certify that a particular patient should have an
abortion based on health or nedical grounds," he said. "Were the patient
isinecritical condition, a doctor can abort the foetus."

Doctors cannot performan abortion in Malaysia if a wonman cl ai med she
entered into a relationship by choice and had becone pregnant.

Il egal abortion is punishable under the penal code, which the of fending
doctor would be subject to a fine, jail termor both.

O ten, Chua said a doctor performed an illegal abortion by claimng that
the patient was bl eeding or suffering fromother nedical conditions that
requi red an abortion.

he said w thout

"This is their usual line of excuse," he said.
So far, there have been no cases where disciplinary action was taken
agai nst a doctor for perfornming illegal abortions.

Under present circunstances, the police would be the best enforcenent
authority, not the mnistry or the Mal aysi an Medi cal Counci l

Police could also initiate investigations based on a formal conpl aint or
information that they had received indirectly.

When asked what action could be taken to address the problemof illega
abortions, Chua said the problemshould be tackled at its roots, which was
t he behavi our of youth.

(END)
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