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New Per odua nodel s

Vendy Lim
SECOND nati onal car manufacturer, Perusahaan O onpbil Kedua Sdn Bhd
(Perodua), will introduce three new nodels in the next three years and a

100 per cent Mal aysi an-nmade car by the year 2001.

Its managi ng director, Encik Abdul Rahman Omar, said new nodels of the
Perodua cars are expected to roll out by the m ddle of next year, 1999 and
2000.

"Each new car woul d take between 24 and 36 nonths to design dependi ng on
the |l ocalised content of the car. If we need nore | ocal conponents then,
it would take a | onger period as we need to design the conponent and nake
sure that it fits the car," he told reporters after the |launching of the
new Perodua Rusa |ine in Serendah yesterday.

The new assenbly |ine was | aunched by Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahim who al so witnessed the handling over of European Community
Whol e Vehicl e Type Approval and Conformity of Production certificates from
UK- based Vehicle Certification Agency.

The approval will enable Kancil to be registered in all the European
Communi ty nenber states while the conformity certification takes
recognition of Perodua internationally for its manufacturing ability in
producing quality and reliable products.

Abdul Rahman said the new cars will be different fromthe current
Kancil, but it will be a nodified version of Daihatsu. It is currently
still in its designing stage.

This year, the conpany hopes to produce 66,000 units of Kancil and
20, 000 Rusa vans this year

The conpany recently rolled out its 100,000th unit which was produced
just after 29 nonths since its launch by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanmad i n August 1994.

In 1995, the conpany introduced the third variant, Kancil EZ, the
automatic version - after the first two Kancil EX and GX - which is
equi pped with a catalytic converter to regulate the em ssion frompetro
power ed vehi cl es.

In Cctober the same year, the sporty Kancil Era was |aunched before it
moved into the multi-utility vehicle Rusa on March 6 1996.

Abdul Rahman al so said the conpany woul d be investing RML.3 billion on a
five year expansion plan beginning this year. The expansi on woul d incl ude
a research and devel opnent centre which is expected to have a m ni mum cost
of RML50 million and other facilities such as painting shop and body shop.

"For this year and next, we have adequate production capacity of 120, 000
units per year. But we are forecasting a demand of 140, 000 units and woul d
need to expand. W have not decided on the capacity... the nost econonica
woul d be for 80,000 units per year... or we can install 120,000 and
150, 000, " he sai d.

The conpany has al so booked a plot of 100,000 acres of |and situated
behind its current plant for future expansion. The purchase, Abdul Rahman
said, is still under discussion.

As of March 1997, there are 116, 231 units of the Perodua-nade cars on
the road. Sal es of Perodua cars for 1996 totall ed about 51, 000 units or
17.3 per cent share of the | ocal passenger car market.

Not only has Perodua secured a sizable share of the local nmarket, it has
al so managed to ship 160 units to Brunei, 41 to Malta, 30 to Cyprus and 12
to Mauriti us.



In the UK Perodua has appoi nted Perodua Cars (UK) Ltd to market and
distribute the Kancils. Perodua Cars (UK) Ltd is the sole distributor for
Perodua's products in the UK

The first shipnent to the UKis in June. Perodua is targeting to export
about 1,200 units to UKin the first year. The registration of passenger
cars in the UKin 1996 was 2.02 million units and the under 1000cc segnent
constituted about 3.7 per cent of the market (75,000 units).

Abdul Rahman said that Kancil 880cc will be launched in UK in August and
the conpany is targeting at 250 units.

"Bet ween August and Decenber we are targeting sale of about 560 units.
For the followi ng year, it would depend on the market response,” he said.
It was reported that Perodua woul d be exporting 2,500 units this year,
including the left-hand drive nodel which is expected to be produced and

exported by the second half of the year.
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