08 JUL 1997
NEW ZEALAND URGED TO COLLABCRATE TO TAP ASI A- PACI FI C BROADCASTI NG MARKET

By: Azman Hashi m

AUCKLAND, July 8 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia today called on New Zeal and
broadcasting stations to form strategic collaboration with Ml aysian
pl ayers to tap the three-billion strong popul ation of the Asia-Pacific
region.

Informati on M ni ster Datuk Mhaned Rahmat said Malaysia would like to
see a win-win collaboration anong the players of sonething close to Asian
anbi ence and a Hol | ywood-type of ingenuity.

"The result, Mde-In-Mlaysia programes which would find enthusiastic
audi ences across the Asia Pacific," he said when speaking at a |uncheon
hosted by the Northern Chapter of the New Zeal and- Mal aysi a Busi ness Counci
(NZMBC) here in conjunction with his five-day official visit to New
Zeal and.

Mohaned said Mal aysia and New Zeal and' s broadcasting industry players
shoul d put themselves in strategic positions and understand the specia
needs and preferences of the huge Asia-Pacific nmarketplace in order to
benefit from the coll aboration.

He said Ml aysia recogni ses New Zeal and's creativity, innovation and
hi gh-quality programmes and it could assist the advancerment of |oca
pl ayers in the broadcasting industry.

"W appl aud contents that reinforce conmon val ues and aspirations. In
turn, we expect you to nmake the effort to find out what is inportant to us
and reflect this in your Mde-For-Asia programres,” he added.

Mohaned said the Ml aysian Covernnent would provide everything possible
to pave the way for the success of the collaboration as the country noves
into the new era in broadcasting comruni cati ons.

He said in this context, the governnent has been actively reviewing the
whol e regulatory framework to stimulate creativity wi thout conprom sing on
the values and traditions of the society and those acceptable by universal
st andar ds.

"W had recently amended the Broadcasting Act while the Miltinedia

Convergence Act will be introduced later this year to accompdate new
devel opnents and changes in broadcasting technol ogy.
"OQther laws, still in the pipeline, will enable us to use the

i nformation technology to deliver value in new ways, such as
di stance-learning and el ectronic government, which is one of the flagship
applications of the Miultimedia Super Corridor (MSC)," he added

Moharmed said business and trade rel ati ons between Ml aysia and New
Zeal and have been progressing well, on the right track and expected to be
further enhanced in the near future.

He said Malaysia is currently New Zeal and's | argest nmarket within the
Sout heast Asi a region.

"Last year, total trade between the two countries anpbunted to US$610
mllion (RML, 524 mllion) which accounted for about 0.4 percent of
Mal aysi a's overall trade," he added.

He said Mal aysia's ever-grow ng econony and trade are largely inspired
by the hardworking Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, and the
country's political stability as well as the ability of the people to
accept changes and work cl osely together

"We hope that the Prime Mnister will continue to successfully |ead us
into the next mllennium as the country and its people still need his able
| eadership. Qur people are also ready to give their fullest cooperation in



order to achieve our vision to be a developed nation by the year 2020," he
added. -- BERNAMNA.
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