27 OCT 1997
Chogm Decl arati on
NEXT CHOGM MEETI NG | N SOUTH AFRI CA

By: Wan A Hul ai mi

EDI NBURGH, Cct 27 (Bernanm) -- The Commonweal th heads of governnent
ended their four-day neeting today pledging in a five-page Edi nburgh
Conmmuni que to be a force for freer trade in the world, to fight world
poverty and to neet again in South Africa in 1999.

The pledges reflected the | eaders' determinataion to pronote shared
prosperity anong nmenbers and in the world.

The Chogm for the first tinme, was thenmed on trade, investnent and
devel opnent:the road to Commonweal th prosperity.

The Commonweal th | eaders endorsed the work of the six-nation
Conmonweal th M nisterial Action Goup to continue nonitoring devel opnents
in Nigeria, now given until October 1 next year to take the road back to
denocracy or face expul sion and Commonweal th and international sanctions
Mal aysia is a nmenber of the group.

The Commonweal th al so promi sed Pal estine that it would be considered
for nmenbership once it gained full sovereignty but applications from Rwanda
and Yenen woul d be kept under review under a set criteria as endorsed by
t he Commonweal t h heads.

Menbers accepted gl obalisation but also warned against its ravages,
especially on small nations.

The Edi nburgh Comuni que al so reaffirned the Commonweal th heads'
condemmation of acts of terrorism"in all its forms and manifestations”
whi | st recognising the |inkages between terrorism illegal trafficking in
drugs and arns, and noney | aunderi ng.

It called on all states to enact |aws to nmake puni shable acts of
conspiracy within their jurisdictions to commt terrorist offences.

Further it called on concerted action against |andmi nes by urging
menbers to sign the convention on the prohibition of its use, stockpiling
production and transfer and called for their destruction.

"Heads of government expressed their belief that an Internationa
Criminal Court (1CC) would be an inportant devel opnent in the internationa
pronotion of the rule of law " the Comuni que said.

In his closing remarks, British Prime Mnister and nmeeting chairnman
Tony Blair echoed the words of South African President Nel son Mandel a who
said that outside the United Nations the Commonwealth was the nost
extraordi nary and global comunity of countries, "incredibly diverse but
actually richer for its diversity."

Speaki ng of the neeting before leaving for an official visit to
Sl ovenia Mal aysian prime minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said Prinme
mnister Blair was nore synpathetic to Chogm than previous prime mnisters
and he has shown a willingness to listen.”
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