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NGOs show true col ours through protest: Lim

Fadzi| Gnazali

PCLI TI CALLY- not i vat ed non- gover nnent al or gani sati ons (NGOs) have shown
their true colours when they protested agai nst a proposal for a legally-
bi ndi ng i nternational forest convention.

Primary Industries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik said as an NGO,
they shoul d have supported the idea of having such a convention as it wll
help to further protect world forests.

"I was shocked to find that there are NGOs who are agai nst this idea
(convention of forest)," he told reporters after opening an internationa
tropi cal wood conference in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

Dr Limwas referring to his experience when he attended the Fifth
Sessi on of the United Nations Conference on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent
(UNCSD) in New York last April.

At the April conference, several NGOs voiced their disapproval towards
Mal aysi a' s nove supporting for the establishnment of a | egally-binding
forest convention. Nations that supported the proposal include 15 European
Uni on countries, Canada and | ndonesia, while anbng those who were agai nst
the idea were the US, Brazil and sone devel opi ng nati ons.

Dr Limsaid the NGOs had even wote to Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad seeking clarification as to why Ml aysia wants such a
convention to be established.

The minister noted that he will reply to the letter and ask them why
they are against the idea of having a forest convention.

"The NGOs' actions clearly showed that they are only interested in
protecting the tenperate tinber-based industries. Al these are trade
i ssues hi di ng under environnmental issues. That is why they pressure us
usi ng environnmental issues,"” he added.

He al so said Malaysia is in a position to articulate on behalf of Third
Wirld countries and that is why it wants to have a | egally-bindi ng
convention on forests.

"But this idea was rejected by the NGOs which clained that it would not
be a good agreenent because it was hastily resol ved and was only pronoted
by tinmber-tradi ng nations,"” he added.

Dr Limsaid such doubl e-standard practi ces have even spread to the
I nternational Monetary Fund and the Worl d Bank in disbursing their
respective | oans.

"These two worl d bodies, which are controlled by donor countries, have
attached environnental clauses to their |oans. They are not issuing | oans
to nations that clear their forests for devel oprment," he added.

Dr Li msaid devel oped countries, previously using protectionist policies
to protect their donestic markets, are now using environnental, health and
soci al issues for their own interests.

"They are nowtrying to use international fora |like the Internationa
Labour Organisation and Wrld Trade Organi sation to their advantage," he
added.
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