22 FEB 1997

NGO URGED TO HELP I N TACKLI NG SOSI AL PROBLEMS

BANG , Feb 22 (Bernanmm) -- Non-governnental organisations (NGOs) have
been urged to play a role in tackling social problens that are becom ng
nore serious anong youths.

Umo Mal aysia Information Head Datuk Yusoff Nor said the NGO shoul d
also give attention to the problens within the country rather than externa
pr obl ens.

"They should work together with the governnent in tackling the social
problens rather than nerely hurl criticisns," he told Bernama during an
Aidilfitri gathering here tonight.

He said they would be respected nore if they contributed in tackling
the social problenms particularly anong the youths.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad today said that the
i nvol verent of school children in crimnal activities including
distributing drugs and drug addiction was becom ng "very serious".

Throughout the week, police in Johor, Pahang and Mel aka were reported
to have detained 95 students, including girls suspected to be involved in
secret society activities, drug distribution and drug addiction. --BERNAMA
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