24 MAY 1997

NI K AZI Z DI SAPPO NTED W TH KELANTAN LANDOANERS

KOTA BAHARU, May 24 (Bernamm) -- Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk Ni k Abdul
Aziz Nik Mat today slamed |andowners who sold their |and at above narket
val ue hindering the government frominplenenting devel opnent projects for
t he peopl e.

"I am di sappointed ... when there are major projects that we want to
carry out, they refuse to sell their land or they hike their prices ,"
Ni k Aziz.

He was responding to Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s
statenment criticising some state governnments for reselling |and acquired
under the Land Acquisition Act for profits.

"Sonmetines, land is |eft abandoned ... but as soon as they know the
government wants it, they quote ridiculous prices," said Nk Aziz.

Such sel fishness created a burden on the government, he said, which
woul d have to cancel devel opment projects it could not afford, giving the
peopl e reason to further criticise it.

On Dr Mahahir's statenent, Nik Aziz said the state government had no
probl ens cooperating with the federal government on land matters. --
BERNANMA
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