06/ 02/ 1997
Ni k Aziz: | wasn't invited to neeting

Mani sah | smai |

KOTA BARU, Wed. - Menteri Besar Datuk Ni k Abdul Aziz N k Mat said he was
not invited to a neeting to discuss the increasing social problens

af fecting youths held at the Pusat |slamtoday.

"I want to attend the neeting, but there is no invitation for ne," he
told reporters after chairing today's weekly State Exco neeting at Kota
Dar ul nai m

Ni k Azi z, who is head of the Pas consultative council, said Pas had
di scussed the probl emaffecting youths with heads of other religions about
four years ago

"We all agreed that i mediate steps should be taken to check on nora
decadence to prevent the situation frombecom ng worse," he added.

He suggested that the Federal Government enul ate the Kel antan Gover nnent
in fighting social problens anong yout h.

He said the State had taken steps earlier to overcome the problens such
as the ban on video ganes and snooker centres.

"I would have raised these if | was at the neeting," he said in response
to the special neeting chaired by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad to di scuss causes and find solutions to the increasing soci al
probl ens affecting youth at Pusat |slamtoday.

It was reported that the neeting was al so attended by the Menteris
Besar, Chief Mnisters and Religious Departnent officials fromall States.

The neeting was called following the increasing reports of social
probl ens affecting the youths, especially those in the Klang Valley.

Last Saturday, Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mhad said
that the problens affecting youths in the Klang Valley included
gangsteri sm dadah abuse and sexually transmtted di seases including Al DS

The shocki ng di scovery was made after a study on indiscipline anbong
yout hs whi ch was carried out in the Klang Valley |ast year.

The study, anong others, reveal ed that 70 per cent of the youths aged 13
to 21 snoked, 40 per cent watched pornographic filnms, 28 per cent were
i nvol ved in ganbling and 14 per cent took hard drugs.

Teenage crinmes also increased from 2,480 cases in 1970 to 4,012 in 1995.
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