24 AUG 1997

NI K AZI Z SAYS NO TO BCODYBUI LDI NG UNLESS OVER- EXPOSI NG STOPPED

KOTA BAHARU, Aug 24 (Bernamm) -- Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk Ni k Abdul
Aziz Nik Mat said today Miuslim nen should not be allowed to take part in
bodybui I di ng contests unless they stopped over-exposing their bodies.

He said he was not against bodybuilding and it could be held if
participants covered their 'aurat' (the portion between the naval and
t hi ghs) possibly by wearing trousers.

He was comenting on the Sarawak |Islamc Affairs Departnent's nove to
prohibit Miuslins from taking part in bodybuiding contests on the ground
that the exposing of the '"aurat' was not permitted under |slam

"W are the sanme whether in Kelantan or Sarawak. The exposing of aurat
by both nan and worman is prohibited," Nk Aziz told reporters.

On the call by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad for a
reformati on anong Muslins to enable themto return to the true Islamc
t hi nki ng and val ues, N k Aziz said PAS had |ong been carrying out that
through the party's struggles. -- BERNAVA
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