10/ 01/ 1997
Ni ne school s not ready as schedul ed this year

Chok Suat Ling; Charlotte P. Nel son
KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - N ne schools, seven prinmary and two secondary, have
not been conpleted on tine for the new school termthis year.

Fifty-four new school s were supposed to have been operational for the
new school term

The unconpl eted primary school s are Sekol ah Kebangsaan Mergong 11
Kedah; Sekol ah Kebangsaan Jitra |1, Kedah; and Sekol ah Kebangsaan Sri
Kel ebang, Perak; Sekol ah Kebangsaan Ber angan, Kel antan; Sekol ah Rendah
Jeni s Kebangsaan (Tam |) Msai, Johor; Sekol ah Rendah Pendi di kan Khas
(Baru) Cacat Pendengaran, Johor; and Sekol ah Rendah Jeni s Kebangsaan
(Tam 1) Linden in Kulai.

The secondary school s are Sekol ah Menengah Seri Pekan, Pahang; and
Sekol ah Menengah Chal ok, Setiu in Terengganu

Education Mnistry secretary-general Datuk Johari Mat said although the
nunber of unconpl eted schools was small, the Mnistry was taking the
matter seriously and woul d take steps to prevent this kind of problem

Johari, however, could not give an estimate as to how many
school chil dren were affected by the del ays.

"The school chil dren have been tenporarily placed in nei ghbouring
school s," he told reporters.

Asked when the schools would be conpl eted, Johari said they woul d
commence operations "within the next few nonths".

Johari said reasons given included a shortage of cenent, the rainy
weat her, and managenent probl ens.

"Some contractors have no notivation to conplete the |last part of the
proj ect and sonme encountered granite crops on the project site which take
some tinme to renove,"” he said, adding that it was also sonetinmes difficult
to hire workers.

He said errant contractors would be bl acklisted. Johari, however,
declined to reveal the contractors of the del ayed projects.

The New Straits Tinmes learnt that the contractors are Raza Tradi ng for

S.M Chal ok; Farnco Sdn Bhd and Di nsl ee Sdn Bhd for S.M Seri Pekan;
Sauj ana Bina (M Berhad for S.K Sri Kel ebang; Perusahaan Bi naan Makmur
Sdn Bhd for SRIK (T) Masai; Tan Swee Huat & Son Construction Sdn Bhd for
SR Pendi di kan Khas (Baru) Cacat Pendengaran; and Penbi naan Seri Sel atan
Sdn Bhd for SRIK (T) Linden

Johari added that |ong-termmeasures to eradicate the problemwere to
ensure that only contractors with reputable track records were given such
projects and for there to be stricter supervision

"Penalties will also be inposed on errant contractors. The contractor
bl aned for the | ate conpletion of Sekol ah Menengah Chal ok is currently
bei ng i nposed a penalty of RML, 500 a day.

"I't was supposed to have conpl eted the project on Sept 22.

"The ministry had allowed it extension of tinme three tines," he said,
addi ng that projects could be extended for any nunber of tines dependi ng
on the nerit of the applications.

"W are giving the contractor of S M Chalok until March 1 to conplete
t he school

"They have prom sed to show i nprovenent within the next two weeks."

Asked whet her the contract woul d be revoked if the contractor did not
keep up to its prom se, Johari said it would not as there was a | ong
process i nvol ved.



"The penalty will, however, continue to be inposed,"” he said, adding
that penalties could range from"hundreds to thousands of ringgit"
dependi ng on the reasons for del ay.

Johari said the cost of the del ayed projets ranged fromRW to RVb
mllion for a primary school and RW to RMB million for a secondary
school

Johari said not all the projects were determi ned by the mnistry's
t ender board.

"Some were determ ned by the Finance Mnistry and Public Wrks
Departnent's tender board.”

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad had on Jan 7 ticked off
contractors who failed to conplete their projects on schedule, especially
public facilities Iike schools.

Johari al so said there was no reported shortage of chairs and tables
this year.

"I'n nost cases, the chairs and tables were already in the schools. It is
just that they have not been arranged in the classroons yet as was the
case i n Sekol ah Kebangsaan Seafield Il in USJ 4, Subang Jaya."

I n Johor Baru, State Executive Councillor Datuk Zai nal abi di n Mohamed Zin
said the Johor Government had issued a directive to all contractors who
wer e behi nd schedule to buck up or face the consequences.

He said errant contractors woul d be penalised according to their terns
of agreenment with the Public Wrks Department.

Zai nal said: "Three school projects in Johor were behind tine, while the
conpl etion dates for two ot hers have been extended because of weat her
conditions | ast year."

He said the del ays had caused a great deal of inconvenience to both
pupi |l s and the school authorities.

The contractors concerned had been summmoned by the PWD to explain the
del ays.

"If the contractors fail to nake any progress, the PAD will have no
choice but to termnate their contracts,"” he said

( END)



	Nine schools not ready as scheduled this year (NST 10/01/1997)

