16/ 05/ 1997

No deci si on on new CM yet

| POH, Thurs. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d today
that he had yet to decide on the new Mal acca Chief M nister, adding that
he may not appoint an acting Chief Mnister to head the State CGovernnent
in the interimperiod.

Dr Mahat hir sai d appointing an acting Chief Mnister follow ng Chief
M ni ster Datuk Seri Mohd Zin Abdul Ghani's death yesterday could lead to
probl ens as the person m ght assume that he would eventual ly be appointed
to head the State Governnent.

"I will ook into that (appointing an acting Chief Mnister). | have not
studied the matter," he said when asked by reporters after opening the
Safire Pharmaceuticals (M Sdn Bhd in Seri |skandar about 50km from here.

Mohd Zin died at the Tawakal Hospital in Kuala Lunmpur w thout regaining
consci ousness followi ng a stroke on Sunday norning. He was buried in his
honet own Al or Gaj ah, Ml acca, today.

Asked whet her any deci sion on the candidate to take over from Mohd Zin
woul d be announced before he goes on two-nonths' |eave begi nning May 19,
Dr Mahat hir said:

"Even if | go on | eave, Datuk Seri Anwar (lbrahim is around and he is
acting Prime Mnister. He has full authority to nmake deci sions."

Asked whet her he woul d spring another surprise by selecting soneone from
t he Federal CGovernment - as was the case in the selection of fornmer
Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister Datuk Abu Hassan Omar as
Sel angor Menteri Besar - Dr Mahathir replied in jest:

"My anbition is to nane soneone fromanong the reporters. That will be a
real surprise ... Everybody will be surprised. Everyone will faint, the
reporter who is chosen, as well as those who are not (selected).”

( END)
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